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If you have any articles or photographs you think may be suitable for our 
magazine, we would love to receive them. Please email them to the editor. 

 
Back Cover: Rolled Bales from Lorna Caddy 

 
The deadline for submissions to the Winter 2022 edition of the magazine is 

1st November 2022 
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London Road Congregational Church 

Services 

What is a Congregational Church? 
A Congregational Church is one that believes in the Trinity — Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Congregationalists share and respect each other’s 

gifts, and worship, serve and decide things together as guided by the 

Holy Spirit at church meetings.  

There are three principles: 

 A church where Christ is the head, with no external hierarchy 

 A church based on a covenant relationship with God and with one 

another, where seeking the mind of Christ is the basis of all that is 

done 

 A church where all members are considered equal before God, 

and all skills and giftings are valued and recognised 

Services are now taking place in the church building for those who 
wish to attend in person, and are live on Zoom at the same time for 

those who are unable to attend in person. Services on the third 
Sunday of each month are held on Zoom only. 

 
 

To receive links to join the services, please contact 
newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

or scan the QR code. 
 
 

Please keep an eye on our social media or website for information 
about services in the church building. Alternatively, please contact the 

above email address to be added to our mailing list. Your email 
address will not be shared. 
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Church Library 
The church has a growing list of Christian books that are available for 

people to borrow and read, completely free of charge. Most of the 

books are fairly easy reads without too much technical jargon. 

Sadly, however most of the books have never been borrowed. Here 

are a few highlights from the collection: 

How to be a Bad Christian by Dave Tomlinson – a guide to 

Christianity for those who struggle with traditional religion. Dave’s other 

books in the ‘Bad Christian’ series are also available. 

The Shack by William Paul Young – a novel about a man’s encounter 

with God (in a shack) following his daughter’s abduction and murder. 

The Great Partnership by Jonathan Sacks – an excellent look at why 

science and religion aren’t in conflict but both add to our understanding 

of the amazing universe we live in. 

Convictions by Marcus Borg – Borg explains his progressive Christian 

beliefs and how what we know about Jesus always ‘trumps’ the Bible. 

Finally, as that time of year fast approaches, 

Christmas: Tradition, Truth and Total Baubles by Nick Page – a 

humorous account of many of the things we do at Christmas and why 

much we think we know about them isn’t true 

You can find the complete list on the church website at 

www.newarkcongregational.com/home/about/church-library/ 

The library is on a bookshelf in the church hall. All you need to do to 

borrow a book is to fill in the card you’ll find inside and leave it in the 

box you’ll see on top of the shelves. 

If you’d like to borrow a book but can’t get in to church I’d be happy to 

post them to you (so long as you send them back when you’ve 

finished!) Email me at newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

http://www.newarkcongregational.com/home/about/church-library/
mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Presidential 

Ponderings 

Those that are paying attention will have noticed that the title of this 

quarter’s column has changed – Mark’s Meanderings has become 

Presidential Ponderings for the next few issues. 

When I last wrote the 2022 Congregational Federation Assembly 

hadn’t taken place and I was somewhat apprehensive about how my 

message would go down. It was lovely to have a large contingent of 

friendly faces from Newark in the audience to give me confidence as I 

took office and gave my address. The good news is that no one threw 

anything at me, and there were several positive comments afterwards. 

Since then my presidential duties have begun. I’ve been to three 

churches to lead services: Market Harborough in Leicestershire, and 

then two on the same day at North Nibley and Ruscombe in 

Gloucestershire. I have been able to use these occasions to take 

forward my theme of hope and the need to find new ways of doing 

things to make church more attractive and meaningful for a 21st century 

world. 

I was also invited to a Church Vision day at Guilden Mordern church in 

Cambridgeshire where a number of churches came together for the 

day to look at what they could do to reach out in their communities. I 

was able to share something of what we do in Newark – Pub Theology, 

Film Club and Bible Book Club – and all these ideas were received 

with great interest. There was a really positive ‘can-do’ attitude from 

everyone who was there.  

An exciting development is the launch of the Newbiggin Pioneering 

Hub with the United Reformed Church. This is a 12 month training 

course for people interested in leading new ways of being church, 

leading to a Certificate in Pioneering Mission. I am certain that this is 

the way to bring about church growth and I hope that Federation 

people will be enrolling when the course starts in September. More 
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information about the Pioneering Hub can be found here: https://

pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/newbigin-pioneering-hub/ 

There are a lot of reasons to be hopeful. 

Yours, in His service 

Mark  

Church Vision Day - Guilden Mordern 1 

https://pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/newbigin-pioneering-hub/
https://pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org/newbigin-pioneering-hub/
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Preaching Team 

We hope that those of you that have experienced it 

like our new way of viewing video content in church. 

Instead of a projector and screen we now have a 

giant 75” TV and the clarity and brightness of the 

image are both much improved. We also now have a 

dedicated laptop to help us run the Zoom sessions. 

I’m sure that the snags we experienced in the first 

two sessions when we used this will soon be 

resolved. Neither the TV nor the laptop have cost the 

church a single penny – both were paid for by a grant from the Annie 

and Nellie Morton charity; our thanks go to them. 

One huge advantage of the technology we now have in the church 

building is of course the ability to welcome people to our services who 

are unable to travel to the building. This facility has proved most 

valuable on two recent occasions. 

The first was the funeral of the Congregational Federation’s Walter 

Riggans following his sudden and untimely death. This was without 

doubt one of the most difficult and nerve-wracking services I have had 

to lead, as well as being an immensely sad occasion for me personally 

as Walter was a dear friend. Around 70 to 80 people travelled to 

Newark from as far away as Scotland to attend in person, but another 

49 were able to log in and be a part of the proceedings even though 

they could not travel. It’s really great that our church is able to offer this 

facility for people. 

The second, much happier occasion, was when I was thrilled to baptise 

my youngest grandchild, Maisie Freeman. It was a great surprise and 

thrill for her parents that my brother and family were able to be present 

all the way from Australia so that the extended family could be together 

for this lovely event. 

Of course the technology isn’t the most important thing. The content is 

what really matters. To that end I’d like to point out that your feedback 

really helps. If you’d like to let me or Martin know what you thought 

about a service, whether it’s praise or constructive criticism, we’d be 

really happy to hear it. 
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Pub Theology continues to take place at The Prince Rupert on the last 

Thursday of every month. Attendance varies but the discussion is 

always fascinating. 

Here are some of the topics we have looked at recently: 

 Is it acceptable to torture an admitted terrorist to find out where 

they have planted a bomb? 

 What limits, if any, should be placed on the buying and selling of 

human body parts? 

 Why shouldn’t Archbishop Justin Welby criticise the government’s 

policy on sending asylum seekers to Rwanda? 

 Was it appropriate for John McEnroe and Sue Barker to say they 

‘loved and missed’ convicted criminal Boris Becker on the BBC? 

 Google engineer Blake Lemoine was suspended for arguing that 

Google AI (artificial intelligence) was sentient. How would we know 

if artificial intelligence had become sentient? 

The great thing about the discussion group is the different opinions that 

we hear on every topic and the way that people’s views change in light 

of other viewpoints. 

Pub theology isn’t a religious activity (although we do sometimes look 

at religious issues) and is open to people of all faiths and no faith. No 

one will try and convert you – it’s against our rules. 

If you are interested in discussing topics similar to those listed above 

all you need to do is turn up at The Prince Rupert at 7.30 on the last 

Thursday of the month, go up the stairs and you’ll find us. Or if you 

want to find out more send me an email to 

newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

Finally I’d like to thank all those people who have agreed to step up 

and help to run services while I am engaged on presidential duties. It is 

very much appreciated. Thank you too to Julie for her skills in 

organising the preaching rota and in cajoling people! 

Mark 

Pub Theology 

mailto:newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com
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Film Club 

We watched 3 very different but equally engaging films in the last 

quarter. 

Fisherman’s Friends was based on a true story about a group of 

Cornish sea-shanty singers who were discovered and signed up to a 

record contract. They ended up with a top 10 album. The sequel to the 

film has just been released.  

The Remains of the Day featured remarkable performances by 

Anthony Hopkins and Emma Thompson as a butler and a housekeeper 

at a country house. Two stories were woven together: a tale of a Hitler-

supporting aristocrat in the lead up to World War 2 and a great but sad 

story of unrequited love between the principal characters. 

Green Book was about a white man acting as a chauffeur for a black 

musician as he toured the Deep South of the USA in the 1960s. The 

Green Book of the title was a guide for African-American drivers 

identifying places where they could find accommodation, fuel and food 

without facing discrimination. 

Among the issues we discussed were: 

 The impact of second homes on rural and holiday areas; 

 Appeasement in the pre-war period; 

 The development of friendship between two very different 

characters 
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Parents and Toddlers 
Thursday 21st July 2022 was the last day of the Parents and Toddlers 

group after running it for over 40 years and proved to be very 

emotional much to the skill of my trusty helper Victoria. We gave out 

gifts to our children and parents and in return I was given a lovely 

bouquet, a plant and chocolates by parents. The church gave me a 

voucher for two for afternoon tea at Doddington Hall tea room and 

many cards with thank you messages. Also a gift I'd like to share with 

you was made by Victoria which I'm sure you will agree with me is 

pretty special. I shall miss our sessions but feel it’s time to stand down 

and spend time with Phil, new grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 

and catch up on holidays. 

God bless you all. 

Val 

If you’d like to join in with Film Club, or if you’d like to borrow a DVD of 

one of the films we’ve watched (no charge) just drop me a line at 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com


 

12 


