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London Road Congregational Church 

Services 

What is a Congregational Church? 
A Congregational Church is one that believes in the Trinity — Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit. Congregationalists share and respect each other’s 

gifts, and worship, serve and decide things together as guided by the 

Holy Spirit at church meetings.  

There are three principles: 

 A church where Christ is the head, with no external hierarchy 

 A church based on a covenant relationship with God and with one 

another, where seeking the mind of Christ is the basis of all that is 

done 

 A church where all members are considered equal before God, 

and all skills and giftings are valued and recognised 

At the time of writing, all our services are taking place on Zoom. To 
receive links to join the services, please contact 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 
 

Please keep an eye on our social media or website for information 
about services in the church building. Alternatively, please contact the 

above email address to be added to our mailing list. Your email 
address will not be shared. 

 
If you are unable to attend a service in person, you will still be able to 

join in via Zoom, either online or by telephone. 
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Preaching Team 

We have enjoyed our series of services based on looking at the 

differences between the various gospel accounts of the same stories. 

We hope it has revealed some interesting things about the reasons for 

this, relating to the different things the gospel authors were trying to do 

in telling their versions of the Jesus story for their varying audiences. 

Thanks to Julie Hill for stepping in to give Mark two Sundays off. We 

know that people thought highly of the well-thought through messages 

she delivered and look forward to more in the future. 

Over the next three months we are keen to look at the topic of how 

Jesus interacted with people on the fringes of society and to explore 

how this might influence our approach as a church fellowship to similar 

groups today. We are reminded of our ‘Manifesto pledge:’ ‘To resist 

passing judgement and befriend people in the margins’ in line with 

Jesus’ example. 

Looking ahead a little we are pleased to announce that on 16 January 

2022 we will be welcoming the current President of the Congregational 

Federation, Suzanne Nockels, to preach for us. It would be great to 

have a good turnout (whether in person or online) for this special 

occasion – so put it in your diaries now. We have promised Suzanne 

lunch out when she comes – it would be lovely if some of the fellowship 

were able to join with us – more details to follow.  

Mark and Martin 
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Friendship By Phone 
After a church meeting at London Road 

Congregational Church one of the new 

initiatives we decided to try was to offer a 

telephone service to lonely housebound 

people in our local parish. A friendly chat. 

We have called the service “friendship by 

phone”. 

Four people committed themselves to the 

project. Because of Covid-19 we had our 

meetings on Zoom. Firstly we had to 

organise a system and buy the right mobile 

phone and again lockdown caused 

problems; it took time but eventually we found the right one. Next we 

had some training from Samaritans so that we were equipped to 

answer and speak to our callers. We have had flyers printed and will 

distribute them to several roads within a radius of the church. And after 

a long process of planning we actually “go live” at the beginning of 

September offering calls two mornings a week. 

We are grateful for the generous grant we received from the 

Congregational Federation, a great help towards the cost of setting up 

the service.  

All we are waiting for now is the phone to ring! We have done all we 

can practically and now wait for God to do His bit and connect us with 

His people. 

Chris Howe 



 

7 

Just Sing! Community Choir 
The good news is that the choir is now meeting together in person, but 

not yet in the church hall. 

We have been able to meet outdoors (socially distanced) at Barnby 

Gate School for several sessions over the summer. Luckily there is a 

shelter to keep the rain off – which also has the advantage of being 

really good acoustically. We have had some interesting looks from 

those passing by on the adjacent footpath as choirmaster Peter 

Higgins takes us through our warmup exercises. It’s been great to be 

able to do part singing again. 

I expect, as the weather cools, that we will be returning to the church 

hall and our very welcome cups of half-time tea or coffee in the 

autumn. 

One session unfortunately had to be cancelled as Peter had tested 

positive for Covid. I’m pleased to say he’s now recovered and leading 

us again.  

Just to remind you – the choir is open to everyone. There are no 

auditions and you don’t even have to pay to attend (though there is a 

recommended donation). As with other things email me at 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com if you’re interested, or look on 

the church website for details of our upcoming meetings. 

Mark 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Mark and Martin’s 

Meanderings 

It’s now a year since Martin and I formally took on the role of joint 

ministers of the church so I want to look back for a moment. 

In many ways the last 18 months has been the most challenging period 

nearly all of us have known, for reasons I don’t need to go into. When 

the period of lockdown started I am sure we all had many uncertainties 

about the future, not least on what it would mean for the church. I don’t 

think anyone would have predicted that this would happen: 

 A whole new way of providing worship, using the internet; 

 10 new regular attendees at Sunday worship; 

 Booming attendances at Film Club and Book Club; 

 6 new Church Members; 

 2 brand new Deacons; 

 A new commitment of the principals behind our church, in the form 

of our ‘Manifesto’; 

 The achievement of an environmental award. 

I hope that you agree with Martin and I that it’s been a successful first 

year. 

What’s really important now things are beginning to go back to ‘normal’ 

is that we don’t sit back and think ‘Aren’t we doing well?’ but that we 

build on our achievements and use the considerable talents we have at 

our disposal to further the work of the church. 

To this end Martin and I took some time out for a meeting recently. We 

had several hours together to assess the opportunities we have to 
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move forward and to think about what we might suggest as next steps. 

We’ll be sharing our thoughts, first with the Deacons and then with the 

wider church, but we have some interesting ideas including engaging 

with new groups of people, improving the use of our buildings and 

progressing our environmental agenda. 

In the immediate future plans already exist to introduce our ‘Friendship 

by phone’ service (see page 6 in this issue) and a monthly craft club as 

part of the Friday Focus sessions. 

We think there is an exciting future ahead and we hope as many 

people as possible will want to work with us to enhance the impact of 

the church in the community, remembering that everything we do has 

the underlying aim of building the Kingdom of God in this place. 

If the church is to succeed the whole fellowship will have an important 

role to play. 

Yours, in His service 

Mark (and Martin)  

Thanks to the amazing generosity of our donors our warehouse is 

currently well stocked but there are a few items we would like: 

 
Please note: this list is correct a the time of printing. For up to date 

information, please check the board in the church hall or visit 

newarkfoodbank.org.uk 

Newark Foodbank Update 

Food 
 Instant mashed potatoes 
 Jam 
 Tinned/microwave sponge 

puddings 
 Chocolate biscuits (Kit Kat etc.) 
 Long life milk 

Other Items 
 Shower gel 
 Deodorant 
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Bible Book Club 

We have completed our discussions of ‘Black 

Sheep and Prodigals’ by Dave Tomlinson, 

another very informative, challenging and 

enjoyable read. 

Our new book is ‘Unapologetic’ by Frances 

Spufford. 

Subtitled ‘Why, despite everything, Christianity 

can still make surprising emotional sense’, it is an 

interesting account of why Spufford has a 

Christian faith in God, which is based on his 

feelings. So far we have only had one session on 

this book – I’ll report more fully in the next edition of The Envoy.  

Rich Gascoyne has kindly stepped in to lead the second session on 

this book while I am on holiday.  

As we are now online there is always room for new people to join our 

group. If you are interested contact me at: 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com and I’ll add you to the 

emailing list. 

Recent additions to the church library include 2 books by our friend 

Dave Tomlinson and one by another favourite – Nick Page. Nick’s book 

is all about the traditions of Christmas. As I write this it’s still summer, 

but this edition of the Envoy covers the period up until the end of 

November so it’s actually timely to think about borrowing that one! 

There’s also a biography of congregational minister Reverend Elsie 

Chamberlain, and a really great book by Brian McLaren about the 

stages of faith. You can see the current list on the church website at 

https://newarkcongregational.com/home/about/church-library/ 

Anyone can borrow these books free of charge. If you don’t often get to 

the building I’d be happy to post them out to you (also free of charge). 

Mark 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
https://newarkcongregational.com/home/about/church-library/
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Film Club 

Our three summer films varied widely in subject matter and mood. 

In May ‘A Single Man’ dealt with the story of a gay man (played by 
Colin Firth who won a best Actor BAFTA for his performance) whose 
partner had died, against the backdrop of the Cuban Missile Crisis in 
the 1960s. Julie led our discussion of this somewhat downbeat film. 

June’s ‘A United Kingdom’ was the true story of a white British woman 
who married the heir to the throne of Bechuanaland (now Botswana) 
just after the Second World War. It raised issues about inter-racial 
marriage at that time – which caused concerns to both communities. 
The film also dealt with the role of a colonial power (the UK) and the 
balance between pragmatic political decision making and principal. 

The classic ‘Some Like it Hot’ starring Tony Curtis, Jack Lemon and 
Marilyn Monroe was our film for August. This comedy revolved around 
Curtis and Lemon playing cross-dressing musicians who witnessed a 
gang murder during Prohibition. We had interesting discussions about 
civil disobedience, deception and current debates about transgender 
issues. An interesting fact: Marilyn Monroe took 59 takes to 
successfully deliver the line ‘Where’s the bourbon’ in this film. 

It’s great that three people are now sharing the leadership role of film 
club. 

The DVDs have been added to the growing film library in church. 

Please get in touch if you’d like to join in. 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Recipes 

Chicken and Sweetcorn Egg Drop Soup 

 

Ingredients 

2 chicken breasts 

2 pints chicken stock 

1 small can sweetcorn 

1 tbsp corn flour 

2 eggs 

Fresh garlic to taste (optional) 

Light soy sauce (optional) 

 

Method 

1. Chop the chicken breasts into bite sized pieces and add to a lightly 

oiled saucepan. Cook over a medium heat until white all over, stir 

occasionally to ensure even cooking,  

2. Peel and crush the desired number of garlic cloves (optional) and 

add to the pan. 

3. Make two pints of chicken stock in a jug using your preferred 

method and add this to the pan. 

4. Mix 1 tbsp of corn flour with cold water and add the mix to the pan. 

Bring to a boil and reduce the heat until the soup is simmering. 

5. Add the can of sweetcorn to the pan and stir well. Leave the soup 

to simmer while you prepare the eggs. 

6. Beat the two eggs in a mug and pour into the soup while stirring 

the soup quickly. Let the soup simmer for 5 more minutes, stirring 

occasionally. 

7. Serve warm with buttered bread. Add a little light soy sauce for 

additional flavor if desired. 
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Staffordshire Lobby 

 

A variation on a wonderfully warming meal that can be prepared in a 
slow cooker (3.5L or larger) over several hours, or in a saucepan on a 
low to medium heat for half an hour. 

 

Ingredients 

1lb minced beef or stewing steak (cut into bite size pieces) 

2 medium potatoes 

2 carrots 

1 leek or onion 

2pts beef stock 

Optional: additional vegetables to taste (celery, peas, etc.) 

 

Method 

1. Brown the meat in a saucepan. 

2. Peel and roughly dice the potatoes and carrots. 

3. Either peel and roughly dice one large onion or slice 1 leek. 

4. Prepare any other vegetables you wish to add. 

5. Add the vegetables and browned meat to your slow cooker or large 

saucepan. 

6. Make up 2 pints of beef stock using your preferred method and add 

to the slow cooker or pan. Stir well. 

7. If using a slow cooker, turn it to ‘auto’ and leave it to cook for 5 to 6 

hours. 

8. If using a saucepan, bring the Lobby to a boil, then reduce the heat 

and simmer for around half an hour or until the potatoes are 

cooked through. 

9. Serve warm with buttered crusty bread. 
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Bible Study Group 
One of the things that has developed during lockdown was a Bible 

study group. I chose Ephesians as the first book to look at. Meeting 

once a month means it is slow progress, but it has been a deep well of 

help and a reminder of what God has done in our lives. The nature of 

the Bible study is falling into a pattern of me drawing out some of the 

technical details and then all of us sharing how the passage speaks to 

us and perhaps has spoken to us. 

Like most of the activities at church, it may be led by someone, but 

there is a strong emphasis that all of us have a history with God that 

can contribute to the building up of the saints. 

The letter can be broken down into a number of sections, the first is a 

contrast of our lives before our relationship with Christ and after. Jesus’ 

life and death was very much part of God’s plan to bring us back into 

relationship. Not only does he reconcile Himself to us, he also makes it 

possible for reconciliation to happen between ourselves. For me, 

lockdown and this book has highlighted how every Christian is part of 

one body. There are different expressions of that body, but I cannot 

dismiss the work of God in other fellowships and should support them 

as much as I might my own fellowship. 

The book then goes on to contrast our lives now and how we should 

live in Christ, in unity, purity, harmony and victory. 

I’d like to share a couple of verses with you, that we have reflected on 

already, that may help. The first is Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace you 

were saved through faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 

God.” 

Some of you may feel that you have to have everything together or 

sorted to have a relationship with God. Being a Christian is not about 

achieving something, it is about surrendering something – your life to 

follow Jesus as the focus of your life. That may sound a little religious, 

but it simply means that you have got to the point where you can’t do it 

on your own and want Jesus to be your guide, accepting that He has 
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made it possible. 

The second is Ephesians 6:10. “Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in 

the power of his might.” 

This verse is relevant to all Christians, even when you have given your 

life to Jesus you may feel daunted by life. God’s promise is to always 

be with us in trials, not be the agent who is bought off by our persistent 

prayers to take trouble away. The thing is that we are strong, not 

because of our own efforts but because we have a good God who is 

there to support and give us the strength to get through things. 

Wherever you are in your walk with Jesus, I’d encourage you to look at 

this book. If you would like to do it with others you are welcome to join 

us, that includes other fellowships where there currently isn’t a Bible 

study group. We will be continuing Ephesians and then going on to 

another topic. I am planning to look at prayer next.  

Take care and God bless, 

Martin 

Flower Rota 
5th September — IMO Mrs Duckmanton 

12th September — Julie Hill 

19th September — Mrs Moulds 

26th September — Ann Harris 
 

3rd October — Dave Robertson 

10th October — Parents and Toddlers 

17th October — Paula and Tracey 

24th October — Mrs Thacker 

31st October — Ann Harris 
 

November’s rota is currently vacant, and December’s rota will be the 

Christmas decorations. Please get in touch via email if you wish to help 

with the rota: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com  

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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