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Church Directory 

 Ministry Team, Bible Book Club, Film Club & Pub Theology 
Mark Taylor     
22 Ringrose Close, Newark  
Tel: 01636 689352 
Email: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 
Email: newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com 

 Ministry Team 
Martin Frost     
Email: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

 Secretary 
Julie Hill 

 Treasurer 
Debbie Taylor 
Tel: 01636 689352 

 Deacon, Parent’s and Toddlers 
Val Colcomb 
Tel: 01636 689307 or 07801 354265 

 Organist 
Steve Caddy 
Tel: 07753 743786 
Email: steve.m.caddy@gmail.com  

 Magazine Editor 
Lorna Caddy    
133a Barnby Gate, Newark 
Tel: 07965 631882 
Email: lorna.c.coleman@gmail.com 
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The deadline for submissions to the Spring 2021 edition of the magazine is 

14th February 2021 

In This Issue ... 

Church Directory 3 

What is a Congregational Church 4 

Services 4 

Preaching Team 5 

Household Tips 5 

London Road Congregational Church Manifesto 6 & 7 

Worship Update 7 

Mark and Martin’s Meanderings 8 & 9 

Just Sing! Community Choir 9 

Bible Book Club 10 

Film Club 11 

Recipes 12 & 13 

Newark Foodbank Update 14 

Prayers 15 

Website: newarkcongregational.com 

Facebook: London Road Congregational Church Newark 



 

4 

London Road Congregational Church 

Services 

What is a Congregational Church? 

A Congregational Church is one that believes in the Trinity — Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Congregationalists share and respect each other’s gifts, 

and worship, serve and decide things together as guided by the Holy Spirit 

at church meetings.  

There are three principles: 

 A church where Christ is the head, with no external hierarchy 

 A church based on a covenant relationship with God and with one 

another, where seeking the mind of Christ is the basis of all that is 

done 

 A church where all members are considered equal before God, and all 

skills and giftings are valued and recognised 

At the time of writing, all our services are taking place on Zoom. To receive 
links to join the services, please contact 
newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

 
Please keep an eye on our social media or website for information about 
services starting in the church building. Alternatively, please contact the 
above email address to be added to our mailing list. Your email address 

will not be shared.  
 

If you are unable to attend a service in person, you will still be able to join 
in via Zoom, either online or by telephone. 
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Preaching Team 

We hope you’ve enjoyed our 3-month marathon on The Sermon on the 
Mount during the Autumn. We’ve certainly enjoyed preparing and delivering 
the services – there is a huge amount to think about in just those 3 
chapters of Matthew’s Gospel. Hopefully you might have noticed some 
links between Jesus’ preaching and the Manifesto that the church has 
adopted. (See elsewhere in this issue.) 

As we move into the winter period the topic for December really picks itself 
– we’ll be looking at Advent, Christmas and Epiphany as you would expect. 
I’m sure we’ll be looking to bring some new thoughts about this familiar and 
much-loved season of the Christian year but we’ll also be looking to include 
some of your favourite music too. 

In January and February we are intending to concentrate on some of 
Jesus’ parables. The idea is that we’ll both try and give our own take on 
what we can learn from them – so for example Martin might preach on The 
Good Samaritan one Sunday and then Mark might give another message 
based on the same text the following week. Hopefully our differing 
perspectives will bring new light to well-known stories. 

Mark and Martin  

Household Tips 

Food Storage  

Store fresh mushrooms in paper bags (preferably white) in the fridge 

Keep ginger in the freezer – it lasts longer and is easier to peel and grate 

Wrap celery in kitchen roll, pop in a plastic bag and store in the fridge 
veggie drawer 

Store cheese by wrapping it in baking parchment so it can breathe  
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London Road Congregational Church 

Manifesto 
In late 2019/early 2020 the Church held a number of ‘Vision Days’ to 
consider the future direction of the church. 

Although progress was made in a number of areas (e.g. development of a 
Welcome Pack, review of this Church magazine, introduction of preaching 
themes, improving contact with households in the vicinity of church) the 
disruptions caused by the Covid situation and the retirement of our minister 
have hampered progress in some areas. 

One item that was agreed was that we should establish a Vision Statement 
for the church to spell out what it was we were trying to do. 

Recently, at Bible Book Club, we read and discussed together ‘The Bad 
Christians’ Manifesto’ by Dave Tomlinson, an Anglican vicar. At the end of 
the book Tomlinson proposes a ‘Manifesto’ -a series of nine guiding 
principles for a forward-thinking church:  

The Bible Book Club group all thought that these principles tied in with 
what they believed church should be like, and subsequently Mark 
discussed the Manifesto with Martin who agreed. Following a discussion at 
Deacons a few changes of wording were suggested and Martin grouped 
the principles as follows: 

The London Road Congregational Church Manifesto 

How we want to live 

 To follow the way of Jesus rather than rules and conventions; 

 To doubt and question WITHOUT fear, and never be daunted by 
orthodoxies and authority figures; 

 To live courageously, and resist being motivated by guilt or fear; 

 To look for God in every person and situation; 

 To embrace messiness and imperfection while aspiring to be all that we 
can be. 

How we want to love. 

 To make a priority of kindness and compassion, and pursue justice for 
all people; 

 To resist passing judgement, and befriend people in the margins; 

 To love the world and honour it as God’s body; 

 To celebrate the uniqueness of everyone, laugh often, enjoy friends and 
welcome strangers. 
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The Church Meeting in October unanimously agreed to adopt and promote 
this Manifesto. 

The principles spell out what sort of church we are, and, importantly, will 
act as a guideline for future actions and decision making. We will judge all 
proposals and decisions in future against these principles and ensure that 
what we do is always supportive of them and never contradicts them.  

We hope that all the individual Christians associated with the Church will 
endeavour to live our lives in accordance with these ideas as well. 

The Deacons — Val Colcomb, Martin Frost, Julie Hill, Deborah Taylor, 
and Mark Taylor 

After a considerable delay caused by the installer our WiFi has been 
installed and is operational. Subsequently Martin and Steve Caddy have 
been working very hard to try everything out, so that we can meet our aim 
of being able to worship physically in the church building and online at the 
same time. By the end of October they were able to report that everything 
worked and once we had bought a Webcam (a video camera to enable 
the preacher to be seen by the online fellowship) services in the church 
could resume.  

Of course we all know what happened then. The new phase of lockdown 
means that services in church are illegal again, at least until 2 December. 
After that we will have to see what the new rules are.  

In the meantime the Webcam has arrived and Martin and Steve will be 
trying out the system with that last piece of the jigsaw in place, so that as 
soon as we get the green light to return we can get back into the building 
on Sunday mornings (and maybe at other times – watch this space – 
Martin has some exciting ideas.) 

As soon as we can we promise we’ll do it and we’ll let everyone know. It 
probably won’t immediately be the same as before Covid (the hymn 
singing ban has never been lifted yet for example) but we are really keen 
to provide a worship experience for those of the fellowship who have felt 
unable to join us online or over the telephone in recent months. 

Mark 

Worship Update 
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Mark and Martin’s 

Meanderings 

Greetings from Mark and I, it is my turn to write these thoughts so here we 
go… 

The past few months have been as interesting as challenging. On one side 
we have seen the fellowship grow and on the other had to work out how we 
can continue to meet both virtually and in reality. I have avoided the word 
church intentionally because there hasn’t been a growth in bricks but has 
been in the people who gather as the expression of LRCC. I suppose I 
have gained a better understanding of when Paul writes to the church in ‘A’ 
because they didn’t even have buildings, they just met in someone’s home 
usually. As we move forward, we are looking to maintain the virtual aspect 
of our gatherings and allow people to join us from home if they struggle to 
get in. Certainly, during the winter months this may be a good thing. 

Talking of virtual, if you go to the Church website there is/was a link to a 
Tiktok account of someone within our fellowship. ireverendvicky has 
produced some funny and helpful videos you might like to have a look at. If 
you don’t know what Tiktok is then I wouldn’t worry. 

Mark and I have spent time drawing out of the Beatitudes what we felt God 
was wanting to say to us. I think having this time to linger has allowed us to 
listen to God before rushing on to something else. We certainly have 
different skills and see things in slightly different ways. Definitely an 
advantage. From my own journey with God, it has been a time of God 
asking me about my commitment and devotion to Him. Am I a lawfully 
religious person or a graceful follower; do I seek to earn God’s approval or 
rest in his acceptance and respond with love? More recently, do I trust in 
God or rely on my own devices? I smile to myself that however much I feel 
I may be progressing in God he continues to draw me further and 
challenges me to not get too comfortable with where I am. I suppose it’s 
the same as what people say of knowledge, the more you know the more 
you realise you don’t. The more you grow in your relationship with God the 
more you want to know him. 

Advent will be upon us soon, December will not only be a time to look 
forward to escaping lockdown but also the release that Jesus brings. How 
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Just Sing! Community Choir 
Since the last edition of the magazine the choir has been able to meet 
physically for the first time since March. We have held four sessions, in the 
church itself rather than in the hall, (to allow for social distancing) and each 
has been attended by around 25 to 30 members of choir. It’s been great to 
see each other again, to be able to sing rounds together and to sing in 
parts. 

Peter, our choir Director, was just about to start us re-learning some Mozart 
(his Ave Verum Corpus which the choir loves) when lockdown phase 2 
kicked in, so we have had to revert to meeting online for the time being. 
We are very hopeful that this will soon pass so that we can meet up again 
in person before Christmas. 

You can hear the choir sing the Ave Verum at our 2018 Town Hall Concert 
on our website: 

https://justsing.eu/gallery/october-20th-2018-newark-town-hall/ 

Like everyone else we are excited about the prospect that a vaccine might 
soon mean that we can go back to our wonderful fortnightly meetings in the 
church hall. 

Mark 

ironic that when many people will be looking to escaping their confines, we 
will be looking to how Jesus being born is the good news of God freeing us 
from our constraints. My last dip into the Beatitudes was focused on 
whether we focus on earthly rewards or heavenly ones. What a perfect 
foundation for December, whether we can keep our focus on God and 
Jesus rather than the trappings that have taken over Christmas. Even 
better still, to enjoy the trappings as a celebration of what Jesus means to 
us. 

Finally, I’d like to just thank everyone within the fellowship for their 
continued support. I really appreciate that this walk is not a one-person-
show and I have been seriously blessed by the contributions and gifts of 
those people around me. I am looking forward to the next few months and 
where this journey leads. 

God Bless 

Martin (also on behalf of Mark) 

https://justsing.eu/gallery/october-20th-2018-newark-town-hall/
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Bible Book Club 

Some really exciting news about Bible Book Club. 

I wrote last time about how impressed we were with ‘The Bad Christian’s 
Manifesto’, the principles of which we’ve now adopted for our church (see 
article elsewhere in this edition of The Envoy). One of the members of our 
Book Club got in touch with Dave Tomlinson – the author of the book – to 
tell him this and the outcome is that he agreed to take part in our group at 
the end of November.  

I’ll report back on how it went and what he had to say in the next edition. 

Meanwhile we have had two sessions on ‘The Meaning of Jesus’ by 
Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. It’s fair to say that it’s a rather more 
challenging read than the last book, but it’s leading us into some 
fascinating and far reaching discussions that are making us think very 
deeply about our faith – in a constructive way.    

There is always room for new people to join our group. If you are interested 
contact me at: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Film Club 

Film Club had a record attendance of 16 people for our session in 
November when we were talking about ‘Patrick’, a light comedy about a 
wayward pug. We had a good discussion about parenting skills (the 
wisdom of not interfering in your child’s choice of partner) and why it’s 
important not to judge a man by his appearance. 

It’s really good that Julia Gascoyne is now leading the group in alternate 
months. I’m hoping to persuade others to have a go too. Julia led our 
session in October on ‘Gifted’ the story of a child mathematical genius that 
was also very much about family relationships. 

‘Maleficent’ was our September film. This is a Disney fantasy film focussing 
on the character of the ‘bad fairy’ (the title character) who places the curse 
on Sleeping Beauty. There were themes of good and evil, relationships 
between different types of people and whether life can be pre-destined. 

We always have a good time and some laughs at our sessions. Although 
we discuss some weighty topics at times the emphasis is on having fun, 
and the group is very suitable for non-Christians.  

Our December film is the Christmas Classic ‘Elf’. Why not watch it (it’s 
bound to be on TV soon) and join in our meeting on 9 December when we 
will also have our virtual Christmas party. You’ll need to supply your own 
mince pies and sherry. 

Please get in touch if you’d like to join in. 

Mark  
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Recipes 

Christmas Mincemeat Muffins 

Serve warm 

Ingredients 

1 ¾ cups self raising flour 

¾ cup caster sugar 

½ tsp salt 

2 eggs 

½ cup sour cream 

½ cup milk 

½ tsp rum, whisky or brandy essence 

½ cup Christmas (fruit) mincemeat 

 

Method 

Measure the flour, sugar and salt into a large bowl. 

In another bowl whisk together until smooth the eggs, sour cream, milk and 

essence of your choice. 

Without overmixing add the liquids to the dry ingredients. 

Grease 12 medium sized muffin pans and half fill the 12 pans with the 

mixture. 

Using a dampened teaspoon, make a small indentation on the top of each 

and into put 1 to 2 teaspoons of the mincemeat. 

Cover each with a spoonful of the remaining mixture covering the 

mincemeat. 

Bake at 200°C for about 12-15 mins or until golden brown.  
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Salmon & Mushy Pea Fishcakes 

Serves 4 

Ingredients 

700g Maris Piper potatoes, peeled and cut into small cubes 

40g unsalted butter 

500g Salmon fillet 

250 frozen garden peas 

1 tbsp white wine vinegar 

1 tbsp fresh mint 

3 tbsp seasoned flour 

2 tbsp sunflower oil 

 

Method 

Cook the potatoes in plenty of boiling water for 15 mins until tender, drain 

thoroughly. Return to pan and mash with half the butter and seasoning. 

Transfer to a large mixing bowl. 

While the potatoes are cooking, place the salmon in a shallow pan, cover 

with cold water, bring to the boil and poach for 8 to 10 mins until tender and 

cooked throughout. Drain off the liquid and flake the fish. 

Stir flaked salmon gently into the potato. 

Place peas in a pan with water. Bring to the boil and simmer for one 

minute. Drain, and blend with the vinegar and mint to give a coarse puree. 

Stir into the fish and potato mixture. Check seasoning. 

Shape mixture into 8 patties and coat in the flour. 

Heat oil with the remaining butter in a shallow non stick frying pan and fry 
fishcakes on both sides for 6 to 8 mins until golden brown. 
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Newark Foodbank Update 
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Prayers 

Students at school sometimes ask me whether I pray. The answer is yes 
but then they ask how. I tell them I pray in different ways; the length of the 
prayer isn’t important – Jesus warns against being winded prayers. I also 
teach about the Lord’s prayer. Jesus was asked by his disciples about 
praying and he set out a pattern for them. 

He started by getting them to think about who they are praying for – our 
Father in heaven, the word for Father is ‘daddy’ and so it is the balance 
between praying to someone who loves and cares for us deeply but also 
one who has power and authority to answer them. 

He then points out what we should be praying for. As in other places in 
these few chapters, Jesus points out that it shouldn’t be for stuff but to 
establish God’s kingdom on earth. God will provide the stuff as we pray for 
what is eternal not temporary. 

Jesus also points out that our hearts need to be in the right place. We can’t 
be unforgiving because why would God forgive us. We need to be a 
channel of God’s love and express that in our prayers and actions. 

These guides are true whether you are new to prayer in your relationship 
with God or a seasoned prayer. It doesn’t hurt to revisit what Jesus said. In 
developing the mind and heart of Christ prayer is an important part of 
showing compassion for others. If you are not sure who to pray for, 
perhaps ask God you share his heart with you that you can see who God 
has concerns for. 

Finally, if someone comes into your head randomly, perhaps ring them and 
ask how they are, but definitely just offer them and their lives to God and 
ask Him to bless them. 

God Bless 

Martin 

 

 

 

 

If you know of anyone else who needs prayer, pray for them but also can 
you email newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com or contact us so that 
we can also pray for them. 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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