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Church Directory 

 Ministry Team, Bible Book Club, Film Club & Pub Theology 
Mark Taylor     
22 Ringrose Close, Newark  
Tel: 01636 689352 
Email: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 
Email: newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com 

 Ministry Team 
Martin Frost     
Email: newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

 Secretary 
Julie Hill 

 Treasurer 
Debbie Taylor 
Tel: 01636 689352 

 Deacon, Parent’s and Toddlers 
Val Colcomb 
Tel: 01636 689307 or 07801 354265 

 Organist 
Steve Caddy 
Tel: 07753 743786 
Email: steve.m.caddy@gmail.com  

 Magazine Editor 
Lorna Caddy    
133a Barnby Gate, Newark 
Tel: 07965 631882 
Email: lorna.c.coleman@gmail.com 
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Back Cover: Autumn in the Woods from Lorna Caddy 
 

If you have any photographs you think may be suitable for our magazine, we 
would love to receive them. Please email them to the editor. 

 
The deadline for submissions to the Winter 2020 edition of the magazine is 

15th November 2020 
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London Road Congregational Church 

Services 

What is a Congregational Church? 

A Congregational Church is one that believes in the Trinity — Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Congregationalists share and respect each other’s gifts, 

and worship, serve and decide things together as guided by the Holy Spirit 

at church meetings.  

There are three principles: 

 A church where Christ is the head, with no external hierarchy 

 A church based on a covenant relationship with God and with one 

another, where seeking the mind of Christ is the basis of all that is 

done 

 A church where all members are considered equal before God, and all 

skills and giftings are valued and recognised 

At the time of writing, all our services are taking place on Zoom. To receive 
links to join the services, please contact 
newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

 
Please keep an eye on our social media or website for information about 
services starting in the church building. Alternatively, please contact the 
above email address to be added to our mailing list. Your email address 

will not be shared.  
 

If you are unable to attend a service in person, you will still be able to join 
in via Zoom, either online or by telephone. 
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Mark and Martin’s 

Meanderings 

BOGOF!  

‘Well that’s a charming way to start your first letter to the fellowship’ we hear you say. 

Or perhaps you’ve noticed the absence of the second ‘F’ and realised that rather than 

telling you all to go away we are referring to that favourite marketing ploy ‘Buy One 

Get One Free’. 

Because that’s what the church has just done really. Instead of one person in ministry 

you’ve now got two and all for the same price. What a bargain! 

Well time will tell about that, but what we can both tell you now is this: we are both 

really thrilled to have been given the opportunity to be your ministry team and we are 

both incredibly excited about what the future might have in store for our church. Thank 

you for your vote of confidence. 

It would be extremely remiss of us at this time of looking forward not to take a moment 

to look back and to record the thanks of the church for everything that Ken (and Gail 

of course) helped us to achieve over the last few years. The thing that stands out for 

us is the work that was undertaken to our premises to upgrade the hall facilities in 

particular. This is now paying back as the hall is well used for a wide range of 

worthwhile purposes whilst also contributing hugely to the healthy financial position of 

the church. Without Ken’s considerable drive, project management skills and ability to 

raise money from grants it just wouldn’t have happened.  

We started this message by talking about a team of two, but that’s actually not right. 

The Apostle Paul pointed out that everyone has their own gifts to offer. Equally no-one 

is good at everything. We are both aware that we have our own strengths and 

weaknesses (and we hope that these complement each other) but everyone in our 

fellowship has something they can do that will help our church to thrive and grow in 

the months and years ahead. We’ll be talking about this a lot as time goes on. 

Yours, in His service 

Martin      Mark 
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Online Worship 

To those of us of a certain vintage when we hear the word Zoom we think of a multi 

coloured ice lolly. 

Or at least we did until very recently. Because Zoom has become a major way of 

keeping in touch and keeping things going whilst meeting together physically has 

been impossible. In particular it’s been our way of worshipping on Sunday mornings.  

Some of you will have taken part in our Zoom worship sessions and will know what 

they’re like, but for those who haven’t it’s an internet based meeting organiser where 

everyone who can connect can be seen on screen and can be heard. It’s great that 

you can see everyone’s face rather than the backs of their heads while you’re 

worshipping. Even if you aren’t on the internet you can connect by telephone and hear 

what’s happening. 

Another advantage is that it doesn’t matter where you are in the world – you can still 

join in. While we’ve had a lot of church regulars join in we’ve also had people from 

other churches in and around Newark and individuals from as far away as Edinburgh 

and South Korea have joined us on occasion. Our church fellowship has actually 

grown while we’ve been meeting online. 

Of course it can’t be the same experience as physically meeting together and we’re 

keen to get back into our building. At the same time we don’t want to leave behind our 

new online friends and so the Deacons have decided that when we do re-open church 

we want to have the best of both worlds. So we’re having Wi-Fi installed at church in 

order that we can use Zoom to connect people to our worship sessions in church. 

We’ve received a grant that has paid for the initial connection and for the first two 

year’s internet service. 

Hopefully the work will be complete very soon – as soon as it is we’ll be letting 

everyone know when we will be back at London Road on Sunday mornings. 

Mark 
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Pub Theology 

Pub theology is one thing I haven’t tried to keep going online. The experience just 

wouldn’t be the same without the meeting together over a pint (non-alcoholic drinks 

are available). 

Now the pubs have re-opened I am in contact with The Prince Rupert to see if we can 

go back to meting there again. As soon as we are able I’ll be in touch with the people 

who used to attend and put something on the church website. 

I think it’s likely that numbers will be restricted when we re-start and you may have to 

book your slot rather than just turning up on the night until things return to ‘normal’. 

Contact: newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

Just Sing! Community Choir 
The coronavirus situation has had a major impact on how the choir operates. We 

haven’t been able to meet up in person at all but instead we have been having brief 

weekly online sessions. It’s not been the same, mainly because you can’t hear each 

other sing, but it has helped us to keep in touch with our friends and to keep the vocal 

chords tuned up. 

As I write this however, things are looking better – guidance has changed and it looks 

like we will now be able to meet up for our fortnightly sessions again. We’ll be in the 

church rather than the hall to give us room to socially distance and we’ll be following 

strict rules to keep everyone safe. We expect to be able to restart on Saturday 12th 

September and I know the choir members can’t wait. 

We are always open to new singers – why not come along and join us? 

Mark 

Thoughts on life and faith, over a pint. 

mailto:newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com


 

8 

Bible Book Club 

The Bible Book Club has continued to meet online since March and we have had 5 

meetings to talk about the book ‘The Bad Christian’s Manifesto’ by Dave Tomlinson, 

who is an Anglican minister. 

The book raises lots of interesting issues and has led to some fascinating 

discussions. At the end of the book is the ‘manifesto’ – a list of nine principles for 

Christian living that Martin and I intend to bring to a church meeting for the church to 

consider adopting. 

We are now moving on to ‘The Meaning of Jesus’ by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright, 

who discuss different ways of understanding key things about Jesus. It promises to be 

another interesting read over the next few months. 

We expect to welcome two new members to the group from September and there is 

plenty of room for more. If you are interested contact me at: 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark 

Household Tips 

Instead of putting your lavender flowers on the compost heap, put a few in your 

dustbin, it will make it smell nice. 

To raise indentations in carpet caused by the weight of heavy furniture, place an ice 

cube in the dent and leave it to melt. Let the area dry naturally, then vacuum. 

Deodorizing shoes – sprinkle bicarbonate of soda liberally into the smelly shoes. 
Leave overnight, then shake out the bicarbonate of soda before wearing. 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Film Club 

Film Club has also been meeting online since June. 

The first session was a bit of a disaster as when I tried to share the film clips people 

could hear them but not see them. We were discussing the film ‘The Children Act’ 

which is about whether a young man who is very ill and is a Jehovah’s Witness should 

be made to have a blood transfusion against his parent’s wishes.  

The other two sessions we’ve held have been without technical hitches. We’ve talked 

about  

 the crime film ‘Ocean’s 8’ which raised issues about extreme wealth and 

feminism (the crime gang are all female); 

 ‘On Golden Pond’ starring Henry Fonda and Katherine Hepburn, which is a lovely 

film about growing old and relationships between the generations. 

3 new people have joined Film Club and we probably couldn’t fit everyone into our 

home anymore so this is one thing that might well stay online in the future. 

Mark 
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Preaching Team 

We’ve been continuing our themed approach to our worship sessions during 

lockdown. We had 2 months on ‘God’s Resources and Toolkit’ and then 2 months on 

‘Leaning into God.’ 

We hope that while sticking (more-or-less!) to the themes we’ve been able to be 

diverse enough in our messages and approaches to maintain people’s interest. 

We have decided to modify things a little to tie in with the new quarterly publication 

schedule for the church magazine and our theme for the next three months is going to 

be us looking at Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. 

Please let us know what you think about the worship. It’s really encouraging when 

people express appreciation, but we also want to know when people aren’t happy so 

we can think about making changes. We have taken account of some comments 

already, recognising that it’s difficult to maintain concentration for long sermons and 

making the music more for listening to than something to sing along with. 

Finally – we’d both like to express our thanks to Tom Dodd for covering the ‘fifth 

Sundays’ for us.  

Mark and Martin 
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Recipes 

Butternut Squash Soup 

Serves 4 

 

Ingredients 

25g butter 

1 small onion, chopped 

1 stalk celery, chopped 

1 medium carrot, chopped 

2 medium sized potatoes, cubed 

1 medium sized butternut squash, peeled, seeded and cubed 

500ml chicken stock 

Salt & pepper to taste 

 

Method 

Melt the butter in a large saucepan, cook the onion, celery, carrot, potatoes and 

squash for 5 minutes. 

Pour in enough of the chicken stock to cover vegetables. Bring to the boil. Reduce 

heat, cover saucepan and simmer for 40 minutes or until all vegetables are tender. 

Transfer soup to a blender and blend until smooth (alternatively use a stick blender 

and blend in the saucepan). 

Return to saucepan and add any remaining stock to the required consistency. 

Season to taste with salt and pepper  
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Apple Crumble 

 

Ingredients 

575g Bramley apples – peeled, cored and sliced to 1cm think 

2 tbsp golden caster sugar 

1 tsp cinnamon  

25g sultanas  

175g plain flour 

110g golden caster sugar 

110g cold butter 

50g chopped hazelnuts (optional) 

 

Method 

Heat oven to 190°C/170°C/Gas 5 

Toss the apples and sultanas in the 2 tbsp golden caster sugar and put in a 23cm 

round baking dish at least 5cm deep. Flatten down with hand to prevent too much 

crumble falling through. 

Put 175g plain flour and 110g caster sugar in a bowl with a pinch of salt. Slice in the 

cold butter and rub it in with your fingertips until it looks like breadcrumbs. 

Add the chopped hazelnuts to the breadcrumbs and mix in. 

Pour the crumble mix over the apples and sultanas, gently press the surface with the 

back of a fork. 

Set filled baking dish on a baking tray and put in the pre-heated oven for 35 to 40 
minutes until the top is golden and the apples feel soft when you insert a knife. 

Leave to cool for 10 minutes before serving. 
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Newark Foodbank Update 
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Prayers 

When Jesus was speaking to his disciples, he said ‘when you pray…’. Within that is 

the expectation that we are praying for one another. There is also an expectation that 

God will hear our prayers and answer them – not always in the way we expect. As a 

fellowship our commitment to one another includes this willingness to carry each 

other, and those around us in prayer. 

Below are a couple of themes that you might want to use in your prayers: 

Those who are known and dear to us: 

 Stan Anderson and family following Joan’s death in September 

Those who have been affected by CV19 and those who have struggled to get out: 

 Kath, Jean and Dorothy 

Those who are not in the best of health: 

 Reita 

Those who have been given responsibility within the fellowship: 

 The Deacons 

 Mark and Martin 

Global topics: 

 The environment and the various places around the world that have been 

affected by climate change. 

 Brexit and relationships between our country and the world 

 The government and those who govern the country, both locally and nationally. 

If you are struggling with how to start, start with this and then see where God takes 

you and places on your heart: 

“Heavenly Father, I thank you that when I draw close to you, you delight in what I 

have to say and listen as a loving Father to my words. Help me to have your heart for 

the people I pray for and seek your kingdom today…..” 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us.” —1 John 5:14 

 

If you know of anyone else who needs prayer, pray for them but also can you email 

newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com or contact us so that we can also pray for 

them. 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Mark’s Graduation 

It’s now almost a year since my graduation, but the photographs only arrived since we 

last had a church magazine so this is the first chance to share one of them. 

The graduation day took place in the Council House of Nottingham City Council, the 

imposing domed building on The Old Market Square. The event was held just for the 

students from the Congregational Federation that were graduating via York St John 

University. The students were supported by their friends and relatives, and there were 

about 50-60 people there in total. 

Walter Riggans, Learning and Development Manager for the Congregational 

Federation, presided and the theologian Rev. Professor Andrew Village from York St 

John represented the University and gave an address. It was a very meaningful 

ceremony which celebrated many years of study by the students. It was not as grand 

as my graduation for my first degree (which was in a packed Royal Albert Hall 

followed by a service at St Paul’s Cathedral) but it was just as meaningful and 

memorable for me. 

One of the students on the course took the official photographs. On this photograph 

you will recognise the handsome chap in the middle and no doubt several if not all of 

the others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: Deborah Taylor, Rev Stephen Haward, Jane Haward, yours truly, 

Ann Harris, Val Colcomb, Phil Colcomb and Rebecca Gallop (my daughter). 

After the ceremony we all went for a meal together. A glass or two of red wine may 

have been taken. 

Mark 
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