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Back Cover: Sunrise over the River Trent from Steve Caddy 
  

If you have any photographs you think may be suitable for our magazine, we 
would love to receive them. Please email them to the editor. 
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London Road Congregational Church 

Services 
Morning Worship takes place each Sunday at 11am. Holy 
Communion is celebrated during Morning Worship on the first 
Sunday of each month. 
 
Café Service is held in the church hall at 10.30am. Breakfast is on 
offer with tea or coffee, and followed by a sincere service with a 
difference. Please see the calendars for when this service takes 
place each month. 
 

Anyone is welcome to attend the services. 

What is a Congregational Church? 

A Congregational Church is one that believes in the Trinity — Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit. Congregationalists share and respect each other’s gifts, 

and worship, serve and decide things together as guided by the Holy Spirit 

at church meetings.  

There are three principles: 

 A church where Christ is the head, with no external hierarchy 

 A church based on a covenant relationship with God and with one 

another, where seeking the mind of Christ is the basis of all that is 

done 

 A church where all members are considered equal before God, and all 

skills and giftings are valued and recognised 
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Romans 8 verses 24 to 25 tells us: 

Hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what he already has? 
But if we hope for what we do not yet have we wait for it patiently. 

It is unique to the Christianity Faith that we have a Living Saviour one who 
provides us with hope for the future even though we don’t know what form 
and at what time we will find a new hope for our Christian church and our 
fellowship.  

The Holy Spirit, if we listen, will guide us through our lives and through our 
church life. There is no greater source of truth and knowledge. No human can 
match the immense knowledge and guidance it provides. Its source is our 
Saviour Jesus Christ and who is greater than he? 

I read recently an individual’s description of her new coffee machine. She 
described it as a silver and green enamel unit. The coffee produced she said 
was far superior to the instant coffee you could make with just coffee granules 
a spoon and a kettle. 

We learn from being very young that sometimes you have to wait for things. 
You don’t get everything you want immediately. In my generation we had to 
wait to obtain things we wanted. Money had to be carefully spent. Priorities 
had to be made and often it was a long wait before a family could purchase 
something which enriched their lives. My mother used to say many times If a 
thing is worth having it is worth waiting for. That would often irritate me when I 
was young particularly between Christmas and birthdays but it’s true. 

We live in an instant society. We want everything now. The growth in the use 
of credit cards and loans is evidence to that desire. In my opinion if we wait 
patiently to achieve something it gives greater value to the result. Some 
people who want instant results often apply this to faith. Yet Christian maturity 
is something we grow into. It takes time and effort and patience but it’s worth 
the wait. Instant holiness isn’t an option 

I pray that we will be more patient listen carefully to the Holy Spirit, except the 
Lords superior knowledge and guidance and move forward in hope. 

Your Minister and friend 

Reverend Ken 

 

Lord, I am looking at my watch again, but when my patience wears a 
little thin, yours doesn’t. Thank you. 

From The Minister 
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New Members 
On Sunday 5th January we were delighted to 
receive into membership Martin Frost and 
Victoria Bunn. 

Martin has been worshipping with us for 
some time and is a regular preacher – 
usually on the second Sunday of the month. 
He is in charge of Religious Education at the 
Magnus Church of England Academy and is 
the third person at our church with a 
Theology degree. 

Victoria has been a regular at worship since 
her family became the new tenants at the 
manse next door. She’s a busy mum with 
four children and has an amazing gift for 
crafts and cooking. 

We are blessed to welcome these two talented people into our fellowship. 

Mark Taylor 

Just Sing! Community Choir 
The choir continues to go from strength to strength with a regular 
attendance in excess of fifty singers. Our repertoire often includes Christian 
music – currently we are singing a version of The Lord’s Prayer by Nikolai 
Kedrov in Church Slavonic, and the Epiphany song ‘’We Have Seen His 
Star’ by Everett Titcomb. But we also sing a wide range of other music. 

We have had a professionally produced documentary about the choir 
produced — it can be seen on YouTube — search for Justsing 2020. The 
videos from our November 2019 concert in Newark Town Hall are all 
available on our website — www.justsing.eu — if you want to know what 
we sound like. 

In March we will be defending the trophy we won last year as best Mixed 
Choir at Newark’s Wolfit Festival, and in April we are travelling by coach to 
Stratford-Upon-Avon to take part in an acappella Community Choir 
Festival. 

We are always open to new singers – why not come along and join us? 

Mark Taylor 

http://www.justsing.eu
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Pub Theology 

Thoughts on life and faith, over a pint. 

Our monthly meeting at The Prince Rupert continue. In January we 
considered the following five topics: 

1. When has assassination a role in foreign policy? 

2. The Church of England has decreed that all those in Civil Partnerships 
should be celibate as it’s not marriage. Why are churches obsessed 
with sexual matters? 

3. Private schools have turned down a donation of £1 million from a 
philanthropist intended to support the education of disadvantaged 
white boys. Last year, the grime artist Stormzy revealed that he would 
be funding two scholarships for black British students to go to 
Cambridge. Why should one be acceptable and the other not? 

4. A Bill is being promoted in the House of Lords with the intent of 
removing bishops right to sit in that place. What arguments are there 
for retaining this role for bishops in a secular/multi-faith country? 

5. Should we treat terrorists differently to other criminals? 

What do you think? If you’d like to come along and join us we always meet 
on the last Thursday of the month – the next meetings are 26th March and 
30th April 2020. 

Contact: newarkpubtheology@virginmedia.com  

Mark Taylor 
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Bible Book Club 

The group are meeting monthly in the home of some 
friends at 39 London Road. There are around 10 of 
us, only 3 of whom are regular attenders at our 
church. Currently we are looking at Nick Page’s 
excellent book on understanding the Bible ‘The Badly 
Behaved Bible.’ We are learning a lot and having our 
assumptions challenged. 

From March we will be moving to a new book – ‘How 
to be a Bad Christian’ by Dave Tomlinson – so this 
might be a good time to consider joining us. 

Contact; newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com 

Mark Taylor 

Film Club 

We had a fascinating time watching and discussing 
the film ‘Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner’ for our 
February Meeting. Starring Sidney Poitier, Spencer 
Tracy and Katherine Hepburn this film from 1967 
explored what happened when the daughter of a well-
to-do Californian white family falls in love with a black 
man and brings him home. This was in the same 
period that Martin Luther King was active in promoting 
civil rights and just a year before he was 
assassinated. 

We thought about how much attitudes had changed in 
the 50 years since then and whether attitudes to other differences between 
people remained a problem now.  

The film ends with a magnificent and life-affirming speech from Spencer 
Tracy. If you haven’t seen it it’s well worth seeing. 

Our film for March is ‘The Children Act’ starring Emma Thomson. 

Keep an eye on the notice bard or the website for details of our April film. 

Mark Taylor 

mailto:newarkcongregational@virginmedia.com
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Sunday 1st — 11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 

Flowers: In Memory of Sugar May 
 
Thursday 5th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 6th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 8th — 11am Morning Worship 
Preacher: Martin Frost 

Flowers: In Memory of Mrs Robertson 
 

Thursday 12th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 13th   10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 14th  10am Just Sing! Community Choir in church hall 
 

Sunday 15th — 11am Morning Worship 
Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 

Flowers: TBC 
 

Wednesday 18th 7.30pm Film Club, 22 Ringrose Close, Newark 
Thursday 19th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 20th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 22nd — 10.30am Café Service 
Preacher: Mark Taylor 

Flowers: Julie Hill 
 
Wednesday 25th 7pm Bible Book Club 
Thursday 26th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
     7.30pm Pub Theology 
      Prince Rupert, 46 Stodman Street, Newark 
Friday 27th   10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 28th  10am Just Sing! Community Choir in church hall 
 

Sunday 29th — 11am Morning Worship 
Preacher: TBC 

Flowers: Mrs Bradshaw 

Calendar for March 2020 
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Thursday 2nd  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 3rd   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 5th — 11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 
Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 

Flowers: Val Colcomb 
 

Wednesday 8th  7.30pm Film Club, 22 Ringrose Close, Newark 
Thursday 9th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 10th   10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 11th  10am Just Sing! Community Choir in church hall 

 
Sunday 12th — 11am Morning Worship on Easter Sunday 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Flowers: TBC 

 
Thursday 16th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 17th   10am Friday Focus 

 
Sunday 19th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Martin Frost 
Flowers: Dorothy Holman (In Memory of Thelma) 

 
Wednesday 22nd 7pm Bible Book Club 
Thursday 23rd  10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 24th   10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 25th  10am Just Sing! Community Choir in church hall 

 
Sunday 26th— 10.30am Café Service 

Preacher: Mark Taylor 
Flowers: TBC 

 
Thursday 30th  10am Parents and Toddlers 
     7.30pm Pub Theology 
      Prince Rupert, 46 Stodman Street, Newark 

Calendar for April 2020 
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Preaching Team 

During January and February, we heard from several of our preachers on 
our chosen theme of ‘Reconciliation’. Everyone had something different to 
say and focussed on a different aspect of the subject.  

We heard about being reconciled with God through Jesus, giving things 
over to God to help you become reconciled with your enemies, the need for 
reconciliation in our national life after Brexit and the risk of SIN: 

Shove off God 

I’m in charge 

Not You. 

We’d be interested to know what you thought of this new approach. 

 

Our theme for March and April is to be ‘Hearing God’s Voice.’ We are all 
looking forward to hearing what everyone has to say about this. 

Mark, Ken and Martin 
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Is Church Too ‘Sunday-Centric’? 

Newark Congregational Church held a church visioning day in September 
to help us look at ways the church could develop its work within the local 
community. A number of strands have been identified to look at in more 
detail, including worship, communications, the church’s ‘welcome’ and the 
role of one of our weekday groups, ‘Friday Focus’.  

The background is that, in common with many churches I’m sure, 
attendance at our Sunday worship is at best static and probably declining, 
with an increasing average age of those attending. We’d love there to be 
twice as many people in church on a Sunday morning, but is this the only 
model of church growth? 

I think the majority of the church membership sees the church like this:                
regular Sunday worship dominates our thought processes, with other 
church activities on the periphery and much less significant. Attendance at 
Sunday worship is what determines whether the church is succeeding or 
failing. In this model it doesn’t matter how effective other activities are in 
raising awareness of the Christian message, in provoking spiritual 
conversations or in undertaking charitable work in the local community – 
falling Sunday Worship numbers equals a failing church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s consider some of the other activities promoted and/or led by Newark 
Congregational Church: 
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Activity Brief Description Ave. 

attendance 

Non-attenders 

at Regular 

Sunday 

Café Church An informal Sunday 

worship style with 

breakfast and interaction 

15 5 

Film Club Discussions about moral 

and ethical issues arising 

from mainstream films 

12 7 

Bible Book 

Club 

A discussion group looking 

in depth at a book of 

popular theology 

10 7 

Pub 

Theology 

Discussions about 

theology and philosophy in 

a pub. For people of all 

faiths and none. 

10 8 

Just Sing! Community Choir singing 

a range of music, a 

proportion of which is 

Christian. 

50 47 

In comparison Regular Sunday worship has an average attendance of 
around 15-20 people, with only an occasional attendance by a ‘non-
regular.’ 

It can be seen that the potential for outreach from these additional 
activities outweighs that of regular Sunday worship quite significantly. 
There is a degree of cross-fertilisation between the extra activities, with 
some people attending 2 or 3 of these events. With the exception of Café 
Church all these initiatives have been developed in the last 5 years. I think 
that there is a good case for arguing that because of this Newark is a 
growing, not a declining church. 

Perhaps it’s time to look again at our assumptions about our model of 
church. Perhaps we should see things more like this:  

In this model regular Sunday worship takes its place as one of a range of 
ways by which people associated with the church can come closer to the 
life and example of Jesus Christ. Some of those attending may be 
completely unaware that this is happening, but when you discuss the film 
‘Paddington’ you learn about helping refugees; when you sing in a choir 
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concert that raises over £1000 for a child support charity you are 
demonstrating love for your neighbour; when you join in a discussion with 
pagans and atheists at a Pub Theology session you are proclaiming a 
Christian world view. These may be just tentative first steps in discipleship, 
and some may not make any more steps. But equally there is a chance 
that some will.  

Many of these activities meet people where they are through things they 
are interested in - film, books, singing or beer! It doesn’t require them to 
come to our way of doing things in a pattern of worship dating back 
centuries which uses a main means of communication (the sermon) that is 
antithetical to modern ways of living and obtaining information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will always be a place for Sunday worship services. But the future of 
growing Christian communities may well rest with recognising that the 
medium as well as the message is important if we are to successfully 
convey the Good News to 21st century people.  

 

Mark Taylor is a Deacon at Newark Congregational Church and an 
accredited preacher of the Congregational Federation. The views 
expressed here are his own. 
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Newark Foodbank Update 

The items urgently needed at the time of print are listed in order below. 
Please keep an eye on the board in the church hall for up-to-date lists. 
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Church Directory 

Minister 
Reverend Ken Hague  Tel: 01724 343702 
       Email: k.hague@ntlworld.com 
  

Secretary 
Mrs Joan Anderson   Tel: 07710 612064 
  

Treasurer 
Mrs Debbie Taylor   Tel: 01636 689352 

If you wish to be added to this section, please give your contact details to 
the editor before the deadline for the next edition. 

Organist 
Mr Steve Caddy   Tel: 07753 743786 
        Email: steve.m.caddy@gmail.com  

Bible Study & Film Club 
Mr Mark Taylor    Tel: 01636 689352 
22 Ringrose Close   Email: m.taylor17@ntlworld.com 
Newark 

Magazine Editor 
Mrs Lorna Caddy   Tel: 07965 631882 
133a Barnby Gate    Email: lorna.c.coleman@gmail.com 
Newark 
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