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Sunday 11am — Morning Worship 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated during Morning Worship on the first 
Sunday of each month. 
 

Café Service is held in the church hall at 10.30am. Breakfast is on offer 
with tea or coffee, and followed by a sincere service with a difference. 
 

Please see the calendars for more details about when each service will be 
taking place. 
 

Anyone is welcome to attend the services. 
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Thursday 1st   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 2nd    10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 4th — 11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Reader: Vail Duty Deacon: Val 
Communion Duty: Val and Julie 

Flowers: Ann 
 

Thursday 8th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 9th    10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 10th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 11th — 10.55am Remembrance Sunday 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Flowers: Joan  Reader: Joan  

 

Thursday 15th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 16th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 18th — 10.30am Café Service 

Preacher: Mark Taylor 
Flowers: Gail  Reader: Julie 

 

Thursday 22nd   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 23rd    10am Friday Focus 

Saturday 24th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 25th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Reverend Walter Riggans 
Reader: Mark  Duty Deacon: Mark 

 

Wednesday 28th  7pm Bible Study 
Thursday 29th   10am Parents and Toddlers 

      7.30pm Pub Theology 
       Prince Rupert, 46 Stodman Street, Newark 
Friday 30th   10am Friday Focus 
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Sunday 2nd — 11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Flowers: Christmas Decorations  Reader: Gail 

Duty Deacon: Julie  Communion Duty: Julie and Mark 
 

Thursday 6th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 7th    10am Friday Focus 

Saturday 8th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 9th — 10.30am Café Service 

Preacher: Mark Taylor 
Flowers: Christmas Decorations  Reader: Julie 

 

Wednesday 12th  7.30pm Film Club, 22 Ringrose Close, Newark 
Thursday 13th   10am Parents and Toddlers 

Friday 14th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 16th — 11am Christmas Service 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Flowers: Christmas Decoration  Reader: Debbie   

Duty Deacon: Debbie 
 

Monday 17th   7pm Carol Service 
Thursday 20th   10am Parents and Toddlers 

Friday 21st    10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 22nd   10am Just Sing Community Choir TBC 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 23rd — 11am Christmas Service 

Flowers: Christmas Decorations  Reader: Sugar 
Duty Deacon: Gary 

 
Tuesday 25th — 10am Christmas Morning Service 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
 

Sunday 30th — 11am Member’s Service 

Flowers: Christmas Decorations 
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I cannot believe how time seems to pass so quickly. It seems only five minutes since we 
were talking about the spring and the summer time. We’ve had an unusually hot warm 
and dry summer, and now we have moved into autumn days which are shorter, the 
temperatures are now falling. It’s a time of moving on to our celebration of Christmas to 
adjusting to a change in lifestyle through the winter months. I find November and 
December a time of remembrance. In November we remember the sacrifices made by 
servicemen and women many who gave up their lives so that we can enjoy the lives we 
have been given by our Lord. 

We have so much to be thankful for despite the setbacks we suffer occasionally in our 
lives. It is a fact that Remembrance Day in my opinion is now much wildly recognised 
by society. In Kirton Lindsey in North Lincolnshire, St Andrews Church has spent three 
years preparing to remember the sacrifices paid in the First and Second World Wars. 

The congregation, including the men, have knitted poppies to be hung outside the 
church from the tower, each poppy weaved into a camouflage net. There are 8,000 
poppies which have taken three years to knit. The net moves with the wind making a 
moving display. It is an act of remembrance and love recognising the sacrifice of others.  

The local schools have made poppies out of plastic bottles and a senior school have 
made a ladies dress out of poppy leaves. There are plastic poppies hung on the holly 
trees outside the church and displayed on the inside pillars of the church. It is well worth 
a visit and this display will be there until 15 November. 

The world has changed so much since 1945; materialistic goals, power and position and 
selfish aims have crept into so many lives. The world itself has become more dangerous 
with the arms race and climate change. 

Despite these negative lifestyles the Holy Spirit works among us. There are still people 
who care, and love is still an active wonderful word. We have come to recognise more 
openly and celebrate the gifts of love and sacrifices made by others in our society and 
our world. We have come to recognise the wonder of creation and the effect our 
lifestyles have on climate change. We are also part of God’s creation and so we must 
continue to look after each other and live a Christ like lifestyle. We must give thanks for 
what the Lord gives to us and look after the creation that he has provided for us. 

Many people try to provide help for the poor, the homeless and all those in need. They 
have been led by the Holy Spirit to act on God’s behalf to love those in need who feel 
abandoned by society. The world is difficult to live in even though many are richer. It is 
sad that in today’s times we need food banks to ensure families can survive. It is sad that 
it is only Christmas time that we provide food and shelter for the homeless seven days a 
week 24 hours per day. 

It will soon be Christmas when we celebrate the birth of our saviour Jesus Christ. We 
will remember the love given to him by Mary and Joseph. We will celebrate how rich 
Kings, Wise Men worshiped this simple child seeing within him the hope for the world 
and its future. 

I pray that we will never forget the sacrifices Jesus made on the cross and the pain that 
he endured that our sins would be forgiven. Let us always take the road of peace and 
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We are pleased to welcome a new worshipper with us, Martin, who is also prepared to 
lead some services for us, and is booked to lead our worship in February 2019. We have 
also had an offer from a preacher in Lincolnshire to help us, which Mark has followed 
up, and he will be taking two services in 2019. These two, together with Reverend 
Walter Riggans, who is preaching in November 2018, and Reverend Janet Wooton in 
November 2019, should make a big difference to the preaching rota. 

Just Sing! Community Choir held a concert in the Town Hall during October. I have 
suggested to Mark that he includes any future events in the Envoy. 

There will be the usual Christmas Card board in the hall. For a donation of £1, a card 
can be put on the board to all members, rather than sending several different ones. 

The charity for November and December is Beaumond House. Our collection on 
Christmas morning will be donated to Shelter. 

Joan 

I would like to say thank you to everyone who has supported the Envoy over the last 
year. It is a pleasure to put each edition together, and feedback is always welcome. 

In regards to the January/February 2019 edition, please could items be submitted to me 
by 9th December 2019? I would like to get it printed before Christmas in order for the 
printing team to get a break. 

I wish you all a happy Christmas and New Year. 

Lorna Caddy 

love, remembering those who have loved us and those who still love us. In these two 
months let us continue to grow in our faith and teach the world the story of the Gospels. 
Let Christmas be a time of giving not just of material gifts but of ourselves our love and 
our time. Let us remember and give thanks to our Heavenly Father for the greatest gift 
of all his Son Jesus. 

Gail and I wish you all a wonderful peaceful Christmas and hope 2019 bring you many 
happy times filled with the love of Christ. 

Reverend Ken and Gail 
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Magazine Articles 
 

We are always grateful to receive ideas or articles from you all for the 
magazine. 

Please help us to keep you informed, and keep the articles coming in. 
Thank you. 

If you wish to post anything to the editor, please contact her by 
telephone first to confirm the postal address. 

 
Magazine material for the next edition should be submitted to the 

editor by 9th December 2018. 

To add a notice to this page, please contact the editor for 

more information on 07965 631882, or via email to 

lorna.c.coleman@gmail.com. 

Sunday 6th January 2019 
11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Communion Duty: Gary and Val 

Reader: Beryl 
Duty Deacon: Gary 

Flowers: Parents and Toddlers 
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The items urgently needed at the time of print are listed in order below. Underlined 
items are particularly urgent. Please keep an eye on the board in the church hall for 
up-to-date lists. 
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The following is reproduced with permission from an article by Elaine Kinchin in 
the Winter 2016 edition of ‘The Congregationalist’ 

I was rather surprised that no-one responded to my provocative article about NOT 
using the Lord’s Prayer regularly in our Sunday services. Apart from my own 
minister defending it to me I have had no comeback. So perhaps it is time for me 
to drop another bombshell.  

A lot of Sunday services are BORING. 

We are not using our privilege as Congregationalists to dissent and do things 
differently. I am not talking about Café church or other Fresh Expressions. I am 
thinking about what happens on a Sunday morning/evening when a person drawn 
to hear the gospel by a fringe activity actually comes to an ‘ordinary’ service. In 
fact take away the quotation remarks. The problem is that our services ARE 
ordinary. 

At the beginning of my ministry at Hope, Oldham, a deacon in her 80s said: “We 
don’t need an order of service. We know what’s coming.” Contrast that with 
another woman in her 80s who, just a few months later, said: “I don’t think I’ll 
come to your communion services again – I never know what to expect.” (This 
remark was made after a clown communion and another service where everyone 
was given a whole bap each – to symbolise the abundance of God.) However I 
explained myself and “conformed” a kittle – no communion service was EVER the 
same, but I did let the church revert to white bread, neatly cut into squares. Except 
for Easter where I used three loaves of Warburton’s hot cross bun loaf stood on 
end to symbolise the crosses on Golgotha. At one communion service all the 
Scripture readings were from Hebrews: I based another on “Private Peaceful” by 
Michael Morpurgo. 

As Congregationalists we have complete freedom to organise our worship. When I 
sat down to prepare a service I literally started with a blank piece fo paper. We 
have no imposed structure. We don’t need to start with a reading from a psalm and 
close with a blessing from Paul or by saying “the Grace” together. With the 
wonders fo PowerPoint, or even good old printed sheets or a flip chart or a white 
board, we can allow the congregation to join in anywhere during the service. 

The fee for a visiting preacher in our Congregational Year Book is £35. That 
equates to less than five hours work at the minimum wage of £7.20. Perhaps 
expecting a preacher to put in only four hours preparation and one hour of delivery 
is why our services are often repetitive and boring. No wonder that preachers rely 
on the Lectionary and look up pre-planned services online! 

When I preached with a view at Hope, I preached on the genealogy of Jesus 
(Matthew 1:1-17) and my props included a bag of flour and a suspended belt. The 
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congregation should have been prepared for my individual style of ministry after 
that! And the props weren’t for the Children’s Address (or informal sermon by any 
other name) they were to keep the attention of the adults during the sermon. We no 
longer a generation of radio listeners – we need visual stimulus too. 

For those who want to truly understand why sitting and listening is no longer the 
best way to disseminate the Gospel, read up on VARK. WE learn in different 
ways: Visual, Auditory, Read/write and Kinaesthetic. This last means using the rest 
of our senses: “if it can be grasped, held, tasted or felt…People with this as a 
strong preference learn from the experience of doing something.” ©2016VARK 
Learn Limited. 

It takes very little imagination (we are the children of a creative God) to give 
everyone a stone, an elastic band, a sheet of paper, a post-it note,  piece of string or 
wool, a tea light, some plasticine, a salt crystal. At some point in the service (and 
not ALWAYS just before the children ‘go out’) invite the congregation to do 
something with their object. (The salt crystal was placed on a map of the town, 
first where each person lived, then moved to a place that needed prayer e.g. 
hospital, hospice, nightclub area, police station, school.) Sometimes the object can 
be taken away as a reminder: bookmark with scripture or picture on it; a knot in a 
piece of string; a piece of paper printed with inches and the message – how do you 
measure up? 

In our world of multi-media, many come to church for a rest from the outside 
world. But Jesus told stories of what was around him; to bring his message 
effectively today we may need to use every tool at our disposal, including modern 
educational research, linked to our innate creativity. 

There is no point having Good News to share if we don’t present that news in the 
same way that Sky and the BBC present their news: not one person standing and 
talking for the whole half hour of the programme! Images, sound, different voices, 
graphics – none of these are impossible to achieve in our modern churches. 

Our previous General Secretary, Michael Heaney, visited the museum in Ashton-
under-Lyne and walked down a recreated Victorian street. At the end was the 
chapel. “Some of our chapels are still like this,” he commented. Enough said. Our 
churches are emptying because we don’t do what Jesus did – look at what people 
are interested in and start from there. We do it with Skalextric and Lego and films 
– but come on a Sunday and expect a “traditional” service. If you expect that, in 
most churches you will not be disappointed. 

Elaine Kinchin 

 

What do you think to Elaine’s Argument? 

Mark 



 

12 

This is a question I have had to consider as part of my Practical Theology course 
as one of my recent modules is on the subject of Christian Service. Before starting 
the course my answer would probably have been by being a minister, preacher or 
deacon. I have now discovered that there are very many others ways in which 
Christians can be of service – in their own churches and within the local and wider 
community. As Michael Moynagh points out in his book ‘Being Church Doing 
Life’ - 

Jesus did not only proclaim the good news. He served people through acts 
of compassion. He healed them, fed them, provided enough wine at a 
wedding, and accepted hospitality from social outcasts. These acts were 
ends in themselves, essential aspects of the kingdom, but they also 
opened individuals’ hearts to them. People fell in love with Jesus because 
he loved them first. (Moynagh 2014, p75) 

I have had to choose three areas of service to study in more detail as part of this 
module and here are some of the things I have experienced.  

Safeguarding may not have been an obvious choice as an example of Christian 
Service but nevertheless it is very important that all churches ensure that everyone 
that uses their premises, including church members and adherents, children, 
employees and anyone else who may use the churches buildings are safe from 
harm in all respects. This includes consideration being given to fire safety, hazards 
that may cause an accident, use of photography and the safety of vulnerable adults 
and children. It is also essential that all legal obligations are met by the churches. 
One particular area I learned about was the new General Data Protection 
Regulations. I attended a day seminar on this and as a result was able to make sure 
that our church fully complied with the new Regulations by ensuring that 
everyone received a privacy notice and signed a consent form and understood why 
this was necessary. To me this is a very important type of Christian Service but I 
was surprised to learn that not all Congregational Churches decide to have a 
Safeguarding check as it is not mandatory but in the Congregational manner it is 
the members that decide whether to have the check or not. 

‘For I was hungry and you gave me food’ (Matthew 25:35) is a familiar verse and 
leads towards another important area of Christian Service. I have been aware of 
the existence of the Foodbank in our town as we, as a church, collect food for it 
each week and at harvest time but I hadn’t appreciated the number and devotion of 
the people that are needed to keep it running. Newark has a well-used Food bank 
that supplies food and toiletries to those in need. It is staffed entirely by 50 to 60 
volunteers, many from different denominations throughout the town, and all key 
personnel are Christians. It is very well organised and I was surprised at the 
number of different roles that are required to ensure the smooth running of the 
food bank such as people who welcome the clients, caterers (such as our own 
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church member, Val), warehouse staff, co-ordinators for food collection and 
staffing rotas, Health and Safety worker, Public relations etc. Not only do they 
offer physical help but regard talking to the clients as an essential part of the 
Foodbank by being a listening ear and being able to point then in the direction of 
other agencies that may be able to help them. The volunteers not only pray with 
the clients, if asked, but will also pray for them. A number of clients have become 
Christians as a direct result of the help they have received. I was overwhelmed at 
the dedication shown by the volunteers particularly the Food Bank Manager. Her 
devotion, compassion and service to the Foodbank was truly inspirational. Neil 
Cole in his book ‘Organic Church’ reminds us of Schindler who did so much to 
save lives but was still haunted by the fact that he could have done more. I do not 
think there much more that the Newark Food Bank manager could give but could 
you or I? Cole states ‘We are not responsible for others’ faith, but we are the 
agents who bring the message’ (Cole 2005, p157). How important this statement 
is.  

The minister preaching in a church is probably the first thing we think about when 
considering ‘How do Christians Serve?’. My foray into the world of a preacher, 
however, made me realise there are many different types of preachers and 
preaching, and not just on a Sunday morning. In our church, as Congregationalists, 
we choose our own minister and who we would like to preach to us when our 
minister is not available.  We are fortunate that we have several members who 
enjoy preaching and as you know we hold a café style service every month run by 
a member which usually involves a film clip and audience participation. We also 
hold a monthly bible study group and film club again run by members. As part of 
my studies I led the Woman’s World Day of Prayer service at our church and our 
Mother’s Day Service. The first was nerve racking as the audience included our 
Town Mayor as well as people from other churches but I survived. The second 
made me appreciate the preparation work needed to ensure the Service all links 
together and deliver a message. As ‘A Preaching Workbook’ by Day reminds us 
‘Preaching is an attempt to change things. To be more precise, to change 
people’ (Day 2004, p137). I also visited a ‘Fresh Expression’ Anglican Church in 
Leicester on Pentecost Sunday – so different in every way to our church. It is in 
the centre of a new housing estate and the people attending are mainly young 
families from many different nationalities including asylum seekers. During the 
service each line of the Lord’s Prayer was read by a family in a different language, 
‘All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability’ (Acts 2:4.) 

It was this church that really opened my eyes into the world of Christian Service. 
The service is adapted to cater for the needs of young families and there is no 
collection during the service to ensure that no-one is excluded. Not only do they 
welcome all on a Sunday but they also hold free weekly coffee mornings for the 
mums to meet as they often feel isolated, give ‘Welcome Packs’ to the asylum 
seekers, hold prayer meetings and house groups three times a week and offer a 
weekly lunch. What wonderful examples of Christian Service – from preaching, 
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holding prayer meetings and catering to being a welcomer – they are all as 
important as each other. I particularly like Bill Hybels closing statement in his 
book ‘The Volunteer Revolution’ -  

Imagine what would happen in our world if hundreds of thousands of 
people – and eventually millions- decided to devote just a few hours each 
week to generating a wave of good works that would put faith into action 
and spread goodwill and alleviate suffering.  

Imagine if every church and every charitable organisation were suddenly 
inundated with enthusiastic, skilled, loving volunteers who plan, serve, 
and pray to see a bit more of heaven on planet earth. Just imagine! 
(Hybels 2004, p139) 

Makes you think doesn’t it? 

 

Debbie Taylor 
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Little Alex was staring up at the large brass plaque that hung on the side wall of 
the church.  The plaque was covered with names, and they seemed to fascinate the 
seven-year old.  “All those names,” he said to the minister.  “Who are they?” 

“Well, they were people who used to go to this church,” explained the minister.  
“This is a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the services." 

Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque.  Little Alex's voice was 
barely audible when he asked, "Which service, the 9 o’clock, or the 11 o’clock?” 
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Courtesy of Harry Hunter, harryhunteronline.com 
 
Jude 

Jude warns the faithful church that it is being infiltrated by perverse and 
Ungodly people who are selfishly preaching false doctrine. They are 
Doomed eternally. So he beseeches his ‘dear friends’ to persevere, to build 
Each other up in faith and prayer, and to keep themselves in God’s love. 

Revelation 

Revealed prophetically to John on Patmos, messages were sent by Jesus to 
Each of the seven churches, piercing to the heart of their condition. Then 
Visions of heaven were shown to John, and through a door he saw 24 
Elders and four creatures eternally praising a Lamb on a throne. As the 
Lamb broke the seals of a scroll, four horsemen arose and there were terrors. 
Angels sealed 144,000 against the impending plagues and disasters. A vile 
Ten-horned beast (numbered 666) arose from the sea and deceived many. 
In the end, God’s wrath was poured out, the beast and his followers were 
Overthrown and the dead were judged. But the faithful dwelt in the 
New Jerusalem where the Light always shines and there is no suffering. 
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Answers for the last editions’ Sudoku and Crossword 
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Across 

1 and 20 Down Lord of all ..., Lord of all..., whose trust, ever child-like, no cares 
could destroy (11,3) 

9 Moses' question to a fighting Hebrew labourer: Why are you ... your fellow 
Hebrew? (Exodus 2:13) (7) 

10 Acclaimed cellist who contracted multiple sclerosis at the height of her fame, 
Jacqueline ...(2,3) 

11 At even ... the sun was set, the sick, O Lord, around thee lay (3) 

13 A descendant of Gad (Numbers 26:16) (4) 

16 Do not leave Jerusalem, but ... for the gift my Father promised (Acts 1:4) (4) 

17 Clambers (Jeremiah 48:44) (6) 

18 Peter's response to questioning by the Sanhedrin: We must ...God rather than 
men! (Acts 5:29) (4) 

20 Christian paraplegic author, artist and campaigner, ...  Eareckson Tada (4) 

21 Bird partial to the nests of other birds (6) 
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22 Such large crowds gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat ... ...
(Matthew 13:2) (2,2) 

23 Infectious tropical disease (4) 

25 Tree (3) 

28 No fear of me should ... you, nor should my hand be heavy upon you (Job 33:7) 
(5) 

29 For example, to Titus, Timothy or Philemon (7) 

30 Week beginning with Pentecost Sunday, according to the Anglican Church's 
calendar (11) 

 

Down 

2 O Jerusalem, how ... I have longed to gather your children together (Matthew 
23:37) (5) 

3 Way out (4) 

4 Exhort (Romans 12:1) (4) 

5 Done (anag.) (4) 

6 Highest of the four voice-parts in a choir (7) 

7 Concerning the study of God (11) 

8 Uniquely, it has Abbey, Cathedral and Chapel (11) 

12 Admonish (Matthew 16:22) (6) 

14 Frozen (3) 

15 Established form of religious ceremony (6) 

19 Inscription often found on gravestones (7) 

20 See 1 Across 

24 Behaved (Joshua 7:1) (5) 

25 Time (anag.) (4) 

26 Lists choice of meals (4) 

27 For the wages of sin is death, but the ... of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
(Romans 6:23) (4) 
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For Britain, the First World War began on 4th August 1914 and ended on 11th 
November 1918. At the start, the British Government asked for 100,000 volunteers 
to join the Army. 750,000 applied in the very first month. An estimated 250,000 
British boys lied about their age in order to join up. The youngest caught was just 
12 - he was sent home. Average life expectancy in the trenches was just six weeks. 
In all, 65 million men from 30 countries fought in the First World War. More than 
nine million fighting men were killed during the conflict, a third of them through 
disease. At least 750,000 of these were British. The Victoria Cross, the highest 
military award, was awarded 628 times in the First World War.   

First World War August November 

Volunteers Join Army Lied Order 

Youngest Average Life Expectancy Trenches 

Six Weeks Million Countries Fighting 

Killed Conflict Disease Victoria Cross 
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