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  Reverend Ken Hague   Tel: 01724 343702 
         Email: k.hague@ntlworld.com 
  

Secretary 
  Mrs Joan Anderson    Tel: 07710 612064 
  

Treasurer 
  Mrs Debbie Taylor    Tel: 01636 689352 

If you wish to be added to this section, please give your contact details to the editor before the 
deadline for the next edition. 
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Organist 
  Mr Steve Caddy    Tel: 07753 743786 
  51 Worthington Road, Balderton Email: steve.m.caddy@gmail.com  

Bible Study & Film Club 
  Mr Mark Taylor    Tel: 01636 689352 
  22 Ringrose Close, Newark  Email: m.taylor17@ntlworld.com 
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If you have any photographs you 
think may be suitable for our 

magazine cover, we would love to 
receive them. Please email them 

to the editor. 
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Sunday 11am — Morning Worship 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated during Morning Worship on the first 
Sunday of each month. 
 

Café Service is held in the church hall at 10.30am. Breakfast is on offer 
with tea or coffee, and followed by a sincere service with a difference. 
 

Please see the calendars for more details about when each service will be 
taking place. 
 

Anyone is welcome to attend the services. 
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Sunday 1st — 11am Morning Worship with Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Communion Duty: Joan & Gary  Flowers: Parents & Toddlers 

Reader: Gail  Deacon’s Duty: Mark 
 

Thursday 5th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 6th    10am Friday Focus 

Saturday 7th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 8th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Debbie Taylor  Flowers: Jean 
Reader: Mark  Deacon’s Duty: Val 

 

Wednesday 11th  7.30pm Film Club 
       22 Ringrose Close, Newark 

Thursday 12th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 13th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 15th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague  Flowers: Maureen & Janet 
Reader: Sugar  Deacon’s Duty: Joan 

 

Thursday 19th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 20th   10am Friday Focus 

Saturday 21st   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 22nd — 10.30am Café Service 

Preacher: Mark Taylor 
Flowers: Debbie  Reader: Julie 

 
Wednesday 25th  7pm Bible Study 

Thursday 26th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 27th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 29th — 11am Members’ Service 

Flowers: Pat  Reader: Jean 
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Thursday 2nd   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 3rd    10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 4th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 5th — 11am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague 
Communion Duty: Debbie & Mark  Flowers: Kath 

Reader: Beryl  Deacon’s Duty: Gary 
 

Tuesday 7th   7pm Church Meeting 
       in the church 
Wednesday 8th   7.30pm Film Club 
       22 Ringrose Close, Newark 
Thursday 9th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 10th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 12th — 10.30am Café Service 

Preacher: Mark  Reader: Julie 
 

Thursday 16th   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 17th   10am Friday Focus 
Saturday 18th   10am Just Sing Community Choir 
       in the church hall 
 

Sunday 19th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague  
Reader: Gary  Deacon’s Duty: Debbie  Flowers: Friday Focus 

 

Wednesday 22nd  7pm Bible Study 
Thursday 23rd   10am Parents and Toddlers 
Friday 24th   10am Friday Focus 
 

Sunday 26th — 11am Morning Worship 

Preacher: Gary  
Reader: Mary  Deacon’s Duty: Julie  Flowers: Ann 
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Dear Friends, 

I cannot believe that we are looking at 2017! I’m sure 2016 will have many 
wonderful memories, but also some sad times we have lost friends during this year. 
We hold them in our hearts and know they are at peace. 

The church fellowship continues to move forward both with improving the 
physical parts of the church but more importantly I believe growing in Christian 
love fellowship and knowledge of Christ. 

I am amazed that church members contribute so greatly to the church they love. 
The real strength of our fellowship is our love and respect for each other and 
ability to consider other people’s opinions. The fellowship has made some brave 
decisions in 2016 but the Holy Spirit, I believe, has guided us to carry out God’s 
work and provided us with the finance to complete our projects. 

I have many changes to come in my life in 2017 and in my ministry. It will be the 
first year that I have not been studying for nine years. There is now time for new 
hobbies time to explore and develop my personal ministry. 

January is the time to look back but more importantly to look forward. Christ 
challenges each one of us to review our personal ministry and commitment to the 
church and to grow our personal relationship with our Creator. I continue to be 
amazed what God will achieve for each one of us if we put our faith and trust in 
him and be guided by the Holy Spirit. 

Gail and I wish each one of you a peaceful and blessed 2017. I’m excited by what 
we will achieve together in God’s service in the coming year. I would like to thank 
everyone for their support for Gail and myself also for the dedicated service you 
give to each other and to God’s fellowship. 

Yours in Christ 
Reverend Ken Hague 
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There was no church meeting in December 2016 due to other commitments. 

 

The Just Sing choir concert in October 2016 was a great success. The sum of £304 
was raised for church funds. Our thanks to the choir for a very pleasant evening. 

 

The Carol Concert on 5th December 2016, which also featured Just Sing, was 
another great success and very well attended. Several people remarked how nice it 
was to see the church so full. The amount raised for Beaumond House was £320. 

 

As happens with an older congregation, various members have been off colour, 
and we continue to pray for them. If you know of anyone who needs our prayers, 
please let Ken or one of the Deacons know so that they can be included in our 
prayers. 

 

Our sympathy goes to Dorothy Holman who has just lost her brother. 

 

It has been brought to our attention that June Smith, our Area Secretary for many 
years, has had a stroke and is in the Royal Derby Hospital. June used to be a 
regular preacher at our church. Barrie Osborne is the area contact until further 
notice. 

 

Our charity for January and February is the Emmaus Trust. 

 

Mark will be away on 26th February 2017, so February’s Café Service will be on 
12th February 2017. This is also the date for inclusions in the next Envoy. 

IT picnic 

Looking over the log-book kept by the computer support staff at my office, I 
noticed several entries stating the problem was PICNIC. I asked one of the 
technicians what PICNIC meant. 

He laughed as he told me it meant "Problem In Chair, Not In Computer." 
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Magazine Articles 
 

We are always grateful to receive ideas or articles from you all for the 
magazine. 

Please help us to keep you informed, and keep the articles coming in. 
Thank you. 

 
Magazine material for the next edition should be submitted to the 

editor by 12th February 2017. 

Church Directory 
 

If anyone wishes to be added to 
the church directory, please get 

in touch with the editor. 

Sunday 5th March 2017 — 11am Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion 

Preacher: Reverend Ken Hague Communion Duty: Julie & Val 
Flowers: Joan W  Reader: Val 

Deacon’s Duty: Joan 
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The items urgently needed at the time of print are listed in order below. Please 
keep an eye on the board in the church hall for up-to-date lists. 

 
Other items required at the moment, though not as urgent, are as follows: 

 
Please do not donate items containing alcohol. Also please ensure food is ‘in date’ 
as we cannot distribute out of date food. Items not needed at the moment are baked 
beans, dried pasta (except spaghetti), coffee and soup. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their ongoing support. 

Food (all in very short supply) Non-Food 

Long Life Milk Cartons (not evaporated) 
Cereal 
Tinned Rice Pudding 
Dried Spaghetti 
Long Life Juice (Cartons) 
 

Laundry Liquitabs/Tablets 
Deodorant 
Men’s Toiletries 
Soap — bars or liquid 
Shampoo 
Toilet Rolls 
Feminine Hygiene 

Food Non-Food 

Tinned Custard 
Tinned Meat — hot and cold 
Tinned Fruit 
Tea Bags (small packs, not packs of 240) 
Tinned Vegetables (not peas) 
Jam 
Jars of Pasta Sauce 
Tinned or Microwavable Sponge Puddings 
Chocolate Biscuit Bars 
Sugar—500g or 1kg 
Instant Mashed Potatoes 
Tinned Tomatoes 
Tinned Fish 

Dog Food 
Cat Food 
Shower Gel 
Toothpaste 
Toothbrushes 
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On 6 January we celebrate Epiphany - the visit of the wise men to the baby Jesus. 
But who were these wise men? No one knows for sure. Matthew calls them 
‘Magi’, and that was the name of an ancient caste of a priestly kind from Persia. It 
wasn’t until the third century that they were called kings - by a church father, 
Tertullian.  

Another church father, Origin, assumed there were three - to correspond with the 
gifts given. Later Christian interpretation came to understand gold as a symbol of 
wisdom and wealth, incense as a symbol of worship and sacrifice, and myrrh as a 
symbol of healing - and even embalming. Certainly Jesus challenged and set aright 
the way in which the world handled all three of these things. Since the eighth 
century, the magi have had the names Balthasar, Caspar and Melchior. 

 

Where did the Wise Men come from? 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi had originally been a 
religious caste among the Persians. Their devotion to astrology, divination and the 
interpretation of dreams led to an extension in the meaning of the word, and by the 
first century the Magi in Matthew’s gospel could have been astrologers from 
outside of Persia.  Some scholars believe they might have come from what was 
then Arabia Felix, or as we would say today, southern Arabia.  

Certainly in the first century astrology was practised there, and it was the region 
where the Queen of Sheba had lived. She of course had visited Solomon and 
would have heard the prophecies about how one day a Messiah would be born to 
the Israelites and become their king.  

Matthew’s gospel (chapter 2) is clear that the Magi asked Herod: ‘Where is the one 
who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to 
worship him.’ So it is possible that in southern Arabia the Queen of Sheba’s story 
of how a Messiah would one day be sent to the Israelites had survived. Certainly 
there are a number of other early legends that connect southern Arabia with 
Solomon’s Israel.   

To many people this makes sense: that the ancient stories of a Messiah, linked to 
later astrological study, prompted these alert and god-fearing men to the realisation 
that something very stupendous was happening in Israel. They realised that after 
all these centuries, the King of the Jews, the Messiah, was about to be born.   

One more interesting thing that gives weight to the theory that the magi came from 
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southern Arabia is this: if you study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical 
times, you will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from 
the East’.   

 

What about the gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh? 

The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the telling. By the 6th century they 
had acquired names: Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. By medieval times they 
were considered to be kings. Whoever they were, we do know from Matthew that 
they brought three gifts to Jesus.   

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? While we cannot know for 
sure what was in the minds of first century Magi, one Victorian scholar has offered 
a possible explanation as to the significance of their gifts. He was the Rev John 
Henry Hopkins, an American Episcopalian minister, who in 1857 wrote his much-
loved Christmas carol: ‘We Three Kings of Orient Are’. 

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that would have been given to a king. 
Frankincense had traditionally been brought by priests as their worshipped God in 
the Temple.  Myrrh was a spice that the ancients used in preparing bodies for 
burial.  

If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, in choosing their gifts for this 
infant, honoured Jesus with gold because he was King of the Jews, with 
frankincense because he was to be worshipped as divine; and with myrrh, because 
he would also become a sacrifice and die for his people. 

The Wise Men were the very first gentiles ever to worship Jesus. What faith they 
had! They travelled for months over difficult terrain, they never saw any evidence 
of Jesus’ kingship, his divinity or his sacrificial death. They worshipped him 
through faith in God’s promises about him. Isaiah foresaw this response to Jesus: 
‘Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.’ The 
Magi’s eyes of faith saw clearly and far into the future.  

Compare that with the High Priest and religious leaders whom the Wise Men saw 
in Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head priests knew all about the 
prophecies of their own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish religious leader 
travelled to look for him in Bethlehem.  And it is only six miles down the road! 
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Moon Magic 
I opened my eyes to the room filled with light — 

It glowed oddly silver and eerily bright; 
I looked out the window and saw sailing high 

A perfect full moon in the vast starlit sky! 
How different the world looked with all colour gone — 

Just deepest black shadows and silver that shone 
Like glittering stardust, a magical place 

Where branches had turned into star-spangled lace, 
And even the pond gleamed with bright diamond whirls, 

And blossom cascaded like shimmering pearls! 
I gazed down the lane and church seemed to glow 

With tendrils of mist swirling up from below, 
A scene, which in daylight is calm and benign, 

In this ghostly light sent a thrill down my spine! 
 

Eileen Hay 

His Name is John 
  
Zechariah, Priest of God 
Had lived a godly life 
Was upright in the paths he trod 
And so was his dear wife. 
  
But they were both advanced in years 
And children had not come; 
Till one day he came home in tears 
For God had struck him dumb. 
  
But tears they were of joy, not grief, 
The angel Gabriel 
Had silenced him through unbelief 
At what he’d had to tell. 
  
His faithful wife, Elizabeth 
Deprived of mother’s joy 
Would feel the Holy Spirit’s breath 
And have a baby boy! 
 
 
 

A son who would bring great delight 
Cause many to rejoice; 
And great he’d be in God’s pure sight 
And speak with holy voice. 
  
Because he’d said, “How can this be?” 
The priest’s voice, it was gone 
Until his new-born son he’d see; 
And say, “His name is John.” 
  
By Nigel Beeton 
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Answers for the last editions’ Sudoku and Crossword 
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Across 

1 Protective covering recommended to the Ephesians (Ephesians 6:11) (6) 

4 The number of apostles (Matthew 10:2) (6)  

8 Tenth-century Bishop of Augsberg for 48 years, who became the first saint to be 
canonized by a pope (5)  

9 ‘Do not — what is evil but what is good’ (3 John 11) (7)  

10 Reading desk in a church (7)  

11 ‘He looked up and said, “I see people; they look like — walking around” 
’ (Mark 8:24) (5)  

12 One of the qualities that Paul exhorted Timothy to pursue (1 Timothy 6:11) (9) 

17 One of the meaningless pleasures acquired by the Teacher (Ecclesiastes 2:8) (5) 

19 ‘Like — babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in 
your salvation’ (1 Peter 2:2) (7) 

21 Jesus said that Moses allowed this only because men’s hearts were hard 
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(Matthew 19:8) (7) 

22 Girl’s name (5)  

23 Most sagacious (Judges 5:29) (6)  

24 How Stephen, the first Christian martyr, died: after being — (Acts 7:59) (6) 

 

Down 

1 A Jew whom Paul met in Corinth, whose wife was Priscilla (Acts 18:2) (6) 

2 For example, turning water into wine, feeding the five thousand, walking on 
water (John 7:21) (7) 

3 Abram’s relationship to Lot (Genesis 14:12) (5)  

5 ‘Jesus answered, “It is —: ‘Man does not live by bread alone.’”’ (Matthew 4:4) 
(7)  

6 ‘Peace I — with you; my peace I give you’ (John 14:27) (5)  

7 ‘May the Lord deal with me, be it — — severely, if anything but death separates 
you and me’ (Ruth 1:17) (4,2)  

9 Lack of knowledge (Acts 17:30) (9)  

13 This woman ‘followed Paul and believed’ after his words to the Areopagus in 
Athens (Acts 17:34) (7)  

14 Or noise (anag.) (7)  

15 ‘Even though I walk through the valley of the — of death, I will fear no 
evil’ (Psalm 23:4) (6)  

16 ‘ — Christian soldiers, marching as to war’ (6)  

18 Saver (anag.) (5)  

20 ‘Unless a grain of — falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single 
seed’ (John 12:24) (5) 
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January 2017 brings us numerous significant dates. 75 years ago, in January 1942, 

the first US troops arrived in Europe. 50 years ago, in January 1967, the Apollo 1 

caught fire at Cape Canaveral. 30 years ago, in January 1987, Terry Waite, the 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s special envoy in the Middle East, was kidnapped in 

Beirut, Lebanon. 20 years ago, in January 1997, Bill Clinton became President of 

the USA for a second term. 15 years ago, in January 2002, the Euro became the 

official currency of the EU. And this month, Donald Trump becomes President of 

the USA.  

Numerous Significant Dates Troops Europe 

Apollo Cape Waite Envoy Kidnapped 

Beirut President Bill Euro Official 

Currency Donald Trump United States 



 

19 

This decoration was given to us by Churches Together to decorate to put on Parish 
Church Christmas trees for our church. Ann Harris took on the task and it looked 
lovely on the tree. 

Val Colcomb 
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